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Senator Joyner
Wins Compensation
TALLAHASSEE
Floridians wrongfully impris
oned for crimes they did not
commit will finally be eligible
for automatic compensation
by the state under legislation
successfully passed by Sen.
Arthenia Joyner (D-Tampa).
The bill, passed by the
Senate 37-1 earlier this month
and unanimously endorsed by
the House this week, is now
headed to the governor’s desk
for signature. If approved,
Joyner’s legislation means
Florida will join the ranks of
23 other states and the Districtof Columbia in automatically
compensating former inmates
for the years they served in
prison for crimes they did not
commit.

“if’s not everything I was
attempting to correct within
our criminal justice system,”
said the senator. “But it’s a
good start. This is the
Legislature understanding that
Florida has a responsibility to
right the wrongs of the past.”
Under the measure, former
prisoners
would
receive
$50,000 for each year unjustly
spent in prison, up to $2
million, or 40 years behind
bars. They would also receive
120 hours of tuition credit to
attend a Florida college or uni
versity.
The legislation finally puts
an end to the bureaucratic
maze those wrongfully incar
cerated had to navigate in
order to win any compensation
for the years they spent behind
bars. Until now, the legislative
“claims bill” process was the
only recourse those wrongful

ly imprisoned could follow to
secure reimbursement for the
years they lost, such as Alan
Crotzer, Freddie Pitts and
William Lee.
All three spent decades in
prison for . crimes they did not
commit. Crotzer, who was
finally approved this year for
$1.25 million in compensation
by the state, spent almost 25
years in prison for two rapes
he did not commit. Under the
claims bill process, it took him
two years to win that compen
sation, which amounts to
about $137 for each day he
spent in prison.
Pitts and Lee spent 12
years on Florida’s Death Row
for two 1963 murders they did
not commit. It took them 23
years to wrest compensation
from the state. They each
finally received $500,000 in
1998.
“When the guilt lies in the
hands of the state, the state
ought to be obligated to make
restitution for its mistakes just
as those we send to prison,”
said Joyner.
The Tampa Democrat
noted, however, that she was
disappointed in one provision
some lawmakers insisted on
including in her legislation in
order to secure passage. That
provision, known as the “clean
hands” provision, disqualifies
anyone with a prior felony
conviction from eligibility in
the automatic compensation
process. Those individuals
would still have to pursue their
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The Power To End Stroke
Movement Ambassadors

Left to right, Dianne Speights, General Manager of The Weekly Challenger,
Janie McGrew, Ronald Brookley, Valerie Lee, Dr. and Mrs. Bobbie Jones, BET, and Carolyn Swanson
BY DIANNE SPEIGHTS
GENERAL MANAGER

ATLANTA
-. AfricanAmericans have higher rates of
stroke than any other racial or
ethnic group in the United States.
The Power to End Stroke
Movement has embraced the fact
that with proper education and
action, African-Americans can
reduce their risk of stroke, dis
ability and death.
The
American
Stroke
Association last weekend recog
nized torchbearers whose passion
and commitment has ignited
change during the Second

Americans. It unites AfricanAmericans to help make an
impact on the high incidence of
stroke within the community.
It is important to know the
signs of stroke. Stroke is a
medical emergency. Know these
warning signs and teach them to
others. Every second counts:
Sudden numbness or
weakness of the face, arm or leg,
especially on one side ofthe body.
- Sudden confusion, trouble
speaking or understanding.
- Sudden trouble seeing in
one or both eyes.
- Sudden trouble walking,

dizziness, loss of balance or coor
dination.
- Sudden, severe headache
with no known cause.
“To date, almost 200,000
individuals nationwide have
joined the movement, and
we have recruited 5,000
Ambassadors,” said Cass
Wheeler, CEO American Heart
Association/American Stroke
Association. Please join
the movement by calling
Dianna King, Cultural Health
Initiatives director, American
Heart Association (727) 5638087 for “You are the Power.”

Local Sorors Receive Recognition For
50 Years Of Service During The 55th South
Atlantic Regional Conference Of Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority Inc. In Tampa

Entertainment..................... 7
Sports................................... 8
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National News.................. 10
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Church Directory....... 12, 13
Church News.................... 14

Annual Power Awards held
at the Ritz-Carlton Hotel in
Atlanta. Local Ambassador,
Janie McGrew, nurse manager,
Medical and Cardiac ICU, Bay
Pines VA Healthcare System
received the Greater Southeast
Affiliate Power To End Stroke
award for her work in the Tampa
Bay area. “Knowledge is power
and together we have the Power
To End Stroke,” McGrew said.
Power To End Stroke is
an education and awareness
campaign that embraces and cel
ebrates the culture, energy, cre
ativity and lifestyles of African-

Nancy Harrell and
Geraldine Gray

TAMPA - Members of
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority
Inc., the nation’s oldest sorority
for college-trained black women,
were inspired to continue to
support and uplift their commu
nities just as their founding
members did 100 years ago.
Under the dynamic leader
ship of Regional Director Ella
Springs Jones, more than 2,300
sorority members were chal
lenged to work in their commu
nities using myriad service
programs that are the hallmark of
Alpha Kappa Alpha.
During a public meeting
attended by more than 3,000

sorority members and Tampa
Bay area residents, Attorney
Carolyn House Stewart, interna
tional first vice president of
Alpha Kappa Alpha, recalled the
sorority’s legacy of service and
caring for the masses. She
stressed to members and visitors
the importance of getting ahead
in today’s global economy.
“It is imperative that we
continue to forge partnerships
and collaborative projects,” said
Stewart, a Tampa-area resident.
“We must continue our zeal for
service and our zeal for excel
lence.”
George Tinsley Sr., CEO of

PenGO Inc. and Walter Wallace
Niles Sr., Hillsborough County
director, Steps to a Healthier
Florida for their service work in
the areas of economics and
health - two of the key program
matic thrusts of the sorority.
Nancy Harrell and Geraldine
Gray received recognition for 50
years of service. Also honored
was Mary Murph, founder and
president of the Sickle Cell
Disease Association of St.
Petersburg. Murph also is a
member of the sorority. Also

SORORITY
continued onpg. 9
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HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY!
In Memory of my Mother

lAodrd.

^da ryare/ “ Glivio ” C/&n^

and 2AAAA.
Of all life’s treasures your love and guidance have
been most precious to me and to so many others
whose lives you touched and influenced.
Yvonne Abel Matt

Granny,

^^araA^n/ SA^aeany

Youth fades, Love droops. The leaves of friendship fall;
A Mother’s secret hope and love, Outlives them all.
Happy Mother’s Day
Love, Frabrae, Taffye, Brittany, Jarred & Clarence

Happy Mother’s Day!
We love and miss you very much.
Karrin, Michael,
grandchildren, godchildren,
nieces, nephews
and your brother,
Lindsey Thomas Jr.

God blessed us with
the BEST Grandmother there is.
We love you.
Thank you for loving us like you do.
Happy Mother’s Day
Yarbrah Peeples & Kenitra Robinson

Deanie K’s Beauty Salon’s 40th Anniversary Hair-A-Thon,
Monday, May 19, 2008 between 10:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. in
celebration of 40 years in business, Deanie K’s Beauty Salon
is offering to 40 mothers, who are senior citizens, an opportu
nity to have a complimentary hairdo.
Mothers must pre-register by calling 727-894-1734

Mom,
Having you as our Mother has been such a BLESSING,
and we get to share our Blessing with so many others.
Happy Mother’s Day! We Love You!
Ethel Robinson, Lafredia & Dwight Smalls
Philippians 4:13

To Our Sister-In-Law

AqSo/ne AdSlacA

GA/je/yAfo, Brandon, Mississippi
A Mother’s Day Wish For Our “Big” Sister.
Mother’s Day is a special time to let you know
how much we treasure you. Thank you for
replacing Mom after she transitioned to eternal life.
Thank you for your love, caring and giving to all eight of us.
We are forever here for you. Happy Mother’s Day!

‘The warmth and understanding you show,
and all the kind things you say and do
are all wonderful reflections of
God’s spirit which lives inside of you.”
We’re blessed to have you as a Sister.
Happy Mother’s Day!

Your Brothers and Sisters, Richard, Carl, Cora, Dianne,

The Speights Family

Betty, Ophelia, Jackie, and Cheryl
SAQA

Happy Mother’s Day! We love you very much.
You mean the world to us.
From all your children, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren

To My Loving Mom,

24^. ^^AnAans

JUST THE SIMPLE TRUTH
“You’re a Great Mom and Tm truly
blessed to be your Son.”
Happy Mother’s Day
I Love You, Thomas “Jet” Jackson

Happy Mother’s Day
from the staff of
The Weekly Challenger

f
WT-

‘The teaching of thy mother shall
be an ornament of grace unto thy
head, and like golden chains about
they neck. ”
~ Proverbs 1:8-9
Happy Mother’s Day
Love, Jarred Wimbley

Roses are Red, Violets are Blue,
Sugar is Sweet, and I Love You!
Happy Mother’s Day!

dr/a cfldatt/vewJ
Your Godchildren
------------------- -------------------- I
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The Textile Industry And China:
Pimping All Over The World
BY HARRY C. ALFORD
NNPA COLUMNIST

I

have had the
opportunity to work for three
corporate giants. Procter &
Gamble (Packaged Soap and
Detergent Division) based its
strategy on marketing and brand
development. Mothers would
cook with Crisco, Duncan Hines
and wash with Tide and Ivory
for the simple reason that their
mother did. Johnson & Johnson
(Baby Products Division) relied
on research and development.
Their products gave an impres
sion of reliability because they
had a reputation to present only
the best to the consumer. The
Hanes Hosiery Division of the
Sarah Lee Corporation was
totally different. It relied- on its
production. Their hosiery was
the best due to the raw materials
and
synthetics
combination
mixed and produced by the best
machinery in the world.
Retailers would make 2-3
cents on a dollar on P&G soap
products but the volume was
tremendous.
We
would

emphasize that you take dollars
to the bank not percents. J&J
products would give them 8-9
cents on the dollar and we
would stress you make the same
amount of money for less
investment. Hanes and the rest
of the textile industry would
make an astronomical amount
of money on their product, 40 45 percent. Still they would
suggest a retail price that would
give the retailer a whopping 43
- 47 percent mark up. They and
their retailers make “stupid
money.”
As time went on the textile
industry, and its retailers have
joined hands for more greed and
lust for profits. High tech
machinery replaced
Hanes’
workforce. It went from 30,000
plant workers to 6,000 in a 15
year period. It got worse.
NAFTA (North American Free
Trade Agreement) and other
trade agreements sent the textile
industry south of the border.
What’s left is filled with
immigrant workers who are
nonunion and less demanding

on wages. High tech inexpen
sive machinery, low wages and
taxes aren’t enough for this
insatiable high profit industry.
They are constantly seeking the
lowest possible costs for the
highest amount of profit regard
less of humanity and morals.
I knew the fix was in when I
attended my first African
Growth and Opportunity Act
(AGO A)
meeting.
Ninety
percent of the faces attending
were white and they represented
the textile and apparel industry.
The authors of the bill are two
white congressmen from white
districts and it soon became
obvious they didn’t care about
Africa. This whole deal was
about increasing profits.
It was my first trip to Kenya
when I saw what they were all
up to. There was a facility
managed by people from India.
Its ownership was in the name
of the president’s sister (front
company). To our shock all of
the raw material was coming
from China. Piles and piles of
cotton stamped, “Product of

China.” They had a couple of
hundred sisters working the
sewing
machines
making
clothes. All of the finished
product would state “Made in
Kenya.” But all Kenyan citizens
got was the $60 a month salaries
that the sisters received. The big
bucks were going to China and
the low cost goods would end
up in Wal-Mart, Target, JC
Penney’s, etc. It would come to
the U.S. duty and tariff free and
not be charged against the trade
imbalance we have with China.
Meanwhile the cotton farmers
of Kenya were protesting that
they were being starved out by
their own country and the
United States. They are correct.
The
textile production
in
Nigeria
has
reduced
its
workforce by 80 percent due to
this scheme. Thus, from the
slave labor of China to
the manipulation of Asian
engineers and adverse U.S. leg
islation the textile industry is
making a “killing” for itself and
its retailers - at the cost of
Africa.

Media Gives M^CaiQjA Pass
On His ‘Minister’ Problem
BY GEORGE E. CURRY
NNPA COLUMNIST

As Jon Steward said
on “The Daily Show,” the Rev.
Jeremiah Wright has been dominat
ing cable news coverage like a
missing white girl. Meanwhile,
John McCain has his own Rev.
Wrong in the form of the Rev. John
Hagee, a San Antonio-based
minister who refers to the Catholic
Church as the “Great Whore” and
calls Hurricane Katrina divine retal
iation for New Orleans’ support of
gays and lesbians.
Unlike
O’Bama,
McCain
actively sought and accepted the
support of Hagee. The Democratic
frontrunner has been hammered
about controversial statements of
his former pastor even after strongly
rejecting them. In the Feb. 26 debate
alone, Farrakhan’s name was
brought up nine times. On the other
hand, McCain has not been hounded
to denounce and repudiate Hagee.
Not counting last weekend’s
stories, a study by Media Matters
for America, a monitoring group,

the New York Times and the
Washington Post have published 12
times as many articles mentioning
Obama’s ties to Wright as they have
on McCain’s link to Hagee: From
Feb. 27 until the past week, the
Washington Post had published 53
stories mentioning Obama’s rela
tionship with Wright, but only three
articles mentioning McCain and
Hagee. Over that same period, the
New York Times published 46
stories mentioning Obama and
Wright, but only five about the
McCain and Hagee connection.
Writing in Sunday’s New York
Times, columnist Frank Rich stated,
“.. .It is disingenuous to pretend that
there isn’t a double-standard
operating here. If we’re going to
judge black candidates on their most
controversial associates - and how
quickly, sternly and completely they
disown them -we must judge white
politicians by the same yardstick.”
However, that isn’t the case.
And it never has been. Pat
Robertson and Jerry Falwell blamed
the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks on the
World Trade Center and the

Pentagon on abortion supporters,
gays, feminists, the A.C.L.U. and
People for the American Way yet no
one called on President George W.
Bush, who enjoys their political
support, to denounce and repudiate
them.
As Rich pointed out in his
column, former Republican presi
dential candidate Rudolph Giuliani
allowed a former priest kicked out
of a Long Island diocese in 2002 for
sexual abuse to officiate one of
Giuliani’s weddings. The candidate
was never asked to denounce and
repudiate the defrocked priest.
McCain, the Republican’s pre
sumptive nominee, he gets a pass on
Hagee. Consider the following:
- Speaking on National Public
Radio’s, “Fresh- Air” [Sept. 18,
2006],
Hagee
said,
“...The
newspaper carried the story in our
local area that was not carried
nationally that there was to be a
homosexual parade [in New
Orleans] on the Monday that
Katrina came. And the promise of
that parade was that it was going to
reach a level of sexuality never

demonstrated before in any of the
other Gay Pride parades. ... And I
believe that the Hurricane Katrina
was, in fact, the judgment of God
against the city of New Orleans.”
- He also said in that same NPR
interview, “.. .Those who five by the
Quran [Muslims] have a scriptural
mandate to kill Christians and
Jews.”
- In another section of the book,
Hagee writes: “Only a Spirit-filled
woman can submit to her husband’s
lead. It is the natural desire of a
woman to lead through feminine
manipulation of the man.”
On the April 20 edition of
ABC’s “This Week,” McCain,
referring to Hagee, said: “I’m glad
to have his endorsement.” He
explained, “I admire and respect Dr.
Hagee’s leadership of the — of his
church.”
That position disturbs Donahue
of the Catholic League. He said,
“Senator Obama has repudiated the
endorsement of Louis Farrakhan,
another bigot. McCain . should
follow suit and retract his embrace
of Hagee.”
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Trial Nears For Student Accused
Of Transporting Explosives
BY ANTHONY MCCARTNEY

TAMPA (AP) - For more
than eight months, Youssef Samir
Megahed has been in jail, a wild
detour from the seemingly
innocuous road trip to see
Atlantic Coast beaches that he
says he and a friend were
enjoying.
The U.S. government views
the trip differently, accusing
Megahed and Ahmed Abdellatif
Sherif Mohamed of transporting
explosives materials in the trunk
of their car as they traveled
through South Carolina.
While the pair sat side-byside during the traffic stop that
led to their arrests, Megahed is
scheduled to be the first to face a
federal jury when his trial on
charges that he illegally trans
ported explosives and illegally
possessed a destructive device is
scheduled to begin Monday.
However, a ruling Friday to
throw out some evidence against
Megahed could delay the trial.
Their arrests sparked fears of
a terrorist motive since the men
were stopped roughly seven
miles from a naval weapons
facility.
An engineering student at the
University of South Florida,
Megahed was nearing graduation
when he and Mohamed left
Tampa last August. The pair
claim they were on a sightseeing
trip and were relying on GPS for
directions and to help them find
Murphy Gas Stations so they
could buy cheap gas with gift
cards.
Berkeley
County,
S.C.,

sheriff’s deputy James Lamar
Blakely stopped the pair for
speeding near Charleston and has
said he grew suspicious in part
because he saw Megahed
hurriedly slam a laptop computer
shut.
A search of the car uncovered
bullets and items in the trunk of
the car that were originally called
pipe bombs. Attorneys for the
students say the items were four
PVC pijies containing a mixture
of sugar, potassium nitrate and
cat litter, which along with fuses
would be used for homemade,
low-grade fireworks. An FBI lab
oratory analysis determined the
items were a “pyrotechnic
mixture” that burned but didn’t
explode in tests.
Prosecutors have written in
court filings arguing that if the
materials
were
differently
packed,
they
could
have
exploded. Both sides have
squabbled over whether the com
ponents meet the government’s
definition of explosives.
“There’s doubt,” said Adam
Allen, a federal public defender
representing Megahed. Prosecutors
declined to comment on the case.
Allen also contends that
Megahed, 22, did not know about
the items in the trunk.
Defense attorneys
have
repeatedly attempted to dismiss
evidence. On Friday, U.S.
District Judge Steven Merryday
ruled that various videos of
armed rockets found on Youssef
Samir
Megahed’s
home
computer were presented too late
by prosecutors to be used at his
trial. Late Friday, prosecutors

filed a notice of appeal, meaning
the trial could be put on hold.
In the past, defense attorneys
failed to persuade a judge to
throw out the charges because
Blakely called the students
“damn Taliban” with a fellow
officer and joked that they
probably had bombs strapped to
them. The comments are unlikely
to become a factor during trial.
The case is being tried in
Tampa because it is where both
men lived and attended school.
Megahed’s attorneys have
also asked a judge to throw out
evidence retrieved from three
computers seized at the home of
Megahed’s parents. It is unclear
what information the computers
contain, but defense attorneys
wrote in a motion that authorities
did not have consent to search
them.
Allen
downplayed
the
importance of separate trials for
the students, saying that they
wanted to prove Megahed’s
innocence “as soon as possible.”
He faces 20 years in prison if
convicted of both charges.
But the separation will keep
jurors deciding Megahed’s fate
from hearing about evidence and
testimony regarding terrorismrelated charges that Mohamed
faces. The 26-year-old, who has
also been jailed since August, is
accused of making a video that
demonstrates how to turn
remote-controlled devices into
bomb detonators. The video was
found on a laptop seized during
the South Carolina traffic stop
and had been posted onto
YouTube.

PINELLAS COUNTY PARENTS

Eta Rho Chapter Presents
2008 Talent Hunt Program
BY THOMAS PACKER,
SPECIAL TO THE CHALLENGER

Continuing Omega Psi Phi
Fraternity's legacy; the Eta Rho
Chapter conducted its Talent
Hunt Program before a full
house of family, friends and fra
ternity brothers. The talent
proved to be outstanding and
every, contestant's closing per
formance was greeted with loud
rounds of applause.
This year's talent was made
up of five students from the
Pinellas County Center for the
Arts at Gibbs High School, and
they were: India Welch, Shanelle
Freedom, Trinity Anderson,
Amos Oliver and Alisa Jackson.
Amos Oliver won first place
with dance, Trinity Anderson,

second place
with voice
and Shanelle
Freeman,
third place
with dance.
Amos
Oliver will
represent the
chapter at the
fraternity's
annual State
Left to right, James Jackson Jr.,
of
Florida
Tom Packer, J. P. Moses, Amos L. Oliver III,
Meeting to
Kenny Norris, Myron Mills
be held in
Miami on Sept. 19. Talent Hunt of exceptional talent. The overall
is one of several mandated purpose is to encourage students
programs that are considered to continue their education at the
among the pillows of the frater college level. All students will
nity. Each chapter takes great be considered for scholarship
pride in its search and delivery awards.
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F&B DRUGS proudly announces an “Economic Stimulus Package”*

■

'

*

.1

$2.99 for 30 days supply of the following prescription drugs. *

Visit any nearby elementary school to get a User ID and password. Bring a state-issued photo I.D. with yot

STEP 2: Resirve^a Seat

‘

'

-

Use the Student Reservation Computeratthe school or your home computerjgo to

ifejj

www.pcsb.orgS to ~

AMITRIPTYLINE #30

ENALAPRIL/HCTZ # 30

BENZTROPINE #30

FUROSEMIDE # 30

ANTIPYRINE/BENO OTIC # 10 ML

GUANFACINE # 30

reserve a seat at your close-to-home school.

FLUCONAZOLE # 1

HYDRALAZINE # 30

STEP 3: Register atYour Child's Assigned School

NYSTATIN/TRIAMCIN CREAM # 15 GM

HCTZ # 30

Visit the assigned school to deliver thje.requijeddocuments (birth

NYSTATIN CREAM # 15 GM

INDAPAMIDE # 30

certificate or other proof of identity/age, proof of residency, child's Social

NYSTATIN OINT# 15 GM

ISOSORBIDE MONO # 30

TERBINAFINE # 30

LISINOPRIL/HCTZ # 30

AMILORIDE/HCTZ # 30

METHYLDOPA 250mg # 30

ATENOLOL/CHLOR # 30

METOPROLOL TARTRATE # 30

ATENOLOL #30

PROPRANOLOL # 30

BENAZEPRIL # 30

TERAZOSIN # 30

BISOPROLOLXHCTZ # 30

CERON DM SYRUP # 120 ML

BUMETANIDE 1 mg# 30

LORATIDINE # 30

CAPTOPRIL #30

PROMETHAZINE DM SYRUP # 120 ML

CARDEDILOL # 30

AMOXICILLIN SUSPENSION #150 ML

CHLORTHALIDONE # 30

CEPHALEXIN # 30

CLONIDINE # 30

CIPROFLOXACIN # 14

DIGITEK # 30

DOXYCYCLINE #30

DILTIAZEM # 30

METRONIDAZOLE # 28

Security number (optional), Florida Certif icate of Immunization, and a
physical examination certificate within the last 12 months.

^OMHI

IMPORTANT INFORMATIONI
April 21-June 3.2008
Kindergarten and new student registration

August 4-15, 2008
Open enrollment period (dates subject to change)

August 19,2008
School begins

•

Students must be 5 years old on or before
Sept. 1,2008, to attend kindergarten.

DOXAZOSIN # 30
For more information call:
Student Assignment at (727) 588-6210 or the District Call Center at (727) 587-2020.

The School Board of Pinellas County, Florida, prohibits any and ail forms of discrimination and
harassment based on race, color, Sax, religion, nationsl Origin,' rftarital status, age, sexual
orientation or disability in any of its programs, services or activities.

pcs
PINELLAS COUNT! SCHOOLS

AND MANY MORE AT $4.00 ..

VISIT OUR STORE AT 1311 22nd STREET SOUTH, ST. PETERSBURG
OR GIVE US A CALL AT 727-327-2324 FOR MORE INFORMATION
WE LOOK FORWARD TO SERVING YOU AND YOUR FAMILY

LOCAL NEWS continued
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COMMUNITY NEWS
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Courtesy of
Friday,

May

9

-

St.

Pete

Shuffle,

St.

3ublix

Petersburg

Saturday, May 10 - Sounds of Saturday. The Pier, 800 2nd

special story at 6:00 p.m. in the library’s community room,

Shuffleboard Courts, 559 Mirror Lake Drive N. 7 to 11 p.m.

Ave. N.E. 1 to 4 p.m. "Mellow Smooth" Listen and dance to

then all will parade next door to the Enoch Davis Center

Equipment provided. Free, www.stpeteshuffle.com or 121-

outdoor music. Free, www.stpetepier.com or 727-631-6443.

where free spaghetti dinners will be served. Each child who

822-2083.

attends will receive a free book. For reservations call 727Saturday, May 10 - Gallery Walk, throughout downtown,

Friday thru Sunday, May 9 to 11 - Family and Friends Day,
Vinoy Park, Bayshore Dr. and 7th Ave. N.E. time TBA.
Community event in the park. Live music and food,
www.secondchance.com or 727-686-9543.
Saturday, May 10 - Feet on the Street, Midtown, 22nd St. S.
between 9th and 13th Ave. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. A festive day of
local performers filling the air with music, arts, drama and
dance to get your feet on the street! Enjoy great food, arts
and crafts, vendors, childrens activities and much more.
Free. 727-892-5087 or 727-893-7894.
Saturday, May 10 - Open House at Tai Chi for Health, 1833
MLK Jr. St. N., St. Petersburg, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Enjoy
demonstrations, snacks and tea. 727-896-2620.
Saturday, May 10 - Saturday Afternoon Fun. The Pier, 800
2nd Ave. N.E. 1 to 4 p.m. Lots of family fun, face painting
and a character from Fritzy Bros. One Man Circus. Free.

5:30 p.m. Take a Walk on the Art Side. Enjoy an evening of
visual art and see what's new at downtown galleries, meet

893-7113 by 6:00 p.m. May 12. Adults must be accompa
nied by a child.

artists and gallery owners. Downtown Arts Association.

Saturday, May 17 - 2nd Annual Caregivers Conference.

Free, www.stpetearts.org or 727-821 -6767. Dine-A-Round

Theme: ‘The Charge, The Challenge, The Commitment”.

and Enjoy the Arts, 5 to 10 p.m. Hop aboard the shuttle to

Hospice of the Florida Suncoast - South St.Petersburg

receive a flyer that list the members of the Downtown Arts

Facility. 3050 First Ave. So. To Register call 727-321 -9444.

Association, participating restaurants and their special
Thursday, May 15 - Gibbs High School Class of 1963!

offers, www.loopertfolley.com

Plans are being finalized for the 45th class reunion to be
Sunday, May 11 - Music Fest on the Water. The Pier, 800

held June 12-15. Class members call Minson Rubin at (727)

2nd Ave. N.E. 1 to 4 p.m. "Jose Valentino Ruiz" Enjoy music
in the Waterside Courtyard. Sunday Afternoon Fun, family

866-2651, Nettie Hannah Jackson at (727) 823-8023, or
Olivia Holmes Lambert at (727) 867-5859 to register or get

fun with face painting. Free, www.stpetepier.com or 727-

information. The next meeting is at 7:00 p.m. in the

631-6443.

Fellowship Hall of St. Mark M.B. Church, 1301 37th St. S.

Tuesday, May 13 - Children are invited to bring a parent or

Saturday, May 17 - Tampa Bay Technology Alliance will

caregiver to the St. Petersburg Public Library Annual
Children’s Book Week Spaghetti Dinner at the Johnson

host a free seminar on how to implement robotics as part of

Branch Library, 1059 18th Ave. S. Mayor Baker will read a

www.stpetepier.com or 727-631 -6443.

enrichment for students ages 6 to 18 from 10 a.m. to noon,
at Catalina Marketing, 200 Carillon Pkwy., St. Petersburg.
Call Rose Mack at 727-638-2013 for information.
Sunday, May 18 - The Gibbs Gladiator Gospel Choir will
present their Spring Concert 2008 Tribe: The Kingdom of
Cyrene, directed by Dr. Cody L. Clark. Free, 3 p.m. at St.
Peter’s Episcopal Cathedral, 140 4th St. N.

Peterborough Apartments
Affordable Senior Housing
Spacious 1BR High Rise Apts.

GRAND OPENING May 9,10,11 • Open Mother’s Day!

A

Income Based Rents
On Busline, Next to Senior Center

a

Call us at (727) 823-5145
440 Fourth Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33701

3069 18th Ave. S., St. Petersburg • 727-321-7610
Heels • Halt • Accessories • Beauty Is More Than Hair Deep

HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

W-

Cancelled or Non-ReneWed???

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617
Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

PRECISION MACHINING • TOOLING
ENGINEERING • PINELLAS PARK, FLORIDA
PAINT MASKER
For precision machining company, lst shift, masking experience and
ability to read basic blueprint, stencil or pad printing experience a plus.

EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

LEARNING THINGS
4381 34th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
727-864-6567
St
(New Store located at Maxi Mall)

TW

: 1

Science and Math materials for teachers, //f\
/^1
students and parents
//
C<—Gift items and Teacher Resources
Ozz*”
Everything in the store on sale
Come ih and receive a FREE gift with every purchase.

EL’S MENS WEAR
EL’s Mens Wear is the store that fits you first. Fitting is
very important. So come see EL’s where fitting for suc
cess is what I do best. Formally with Arnold’s Mens
Wear, EL’s is the go to man now for any style suit. •

WE SELL:

Accessories • Suits ‘ Wallets • Shoes ‘ Belts

EMAIL RESUME TO:
HUMAN.RESOURCES@HSSWANSONS.COM
OR FAX TO 727-388-0765 DFWP EOE/AA

• More Importantly - We Offer Quality Service

H. & S. SWANSONS’ TOOL COMPANY
9000 68th Street North, Pinellas Park, FL 33782

671 Central Ave., St. Petersburg
727-458-9130

celebrate
being a woman

t=J

WE OFFER:
• Single Orders • Group Orders • Alterations

RIVERFRONT/GULF ACCESS (Stevenson’s Creek) $169,900
1532 Stevensons Dr.
Clearwater
Call 727-804-9415
1220 sq. ft. heated/AC

You love choices! With the latest shades,
anti-aging skin care and great gift ideas,

3 bedroom home. Completely
Remodeled with outdoor

I can show you beautiful products suited
just for you. Call me today to find more ways
to look good and feel great!.

fireplace BBQ. Riverfront view
from 2 of the 3 bedrooms,
family room & porch. Kayak

Dianne Speights
Independent Beauty Consultant
www.marykay.com/dspelghts

Preparedness
Program At
Yvonne C. Reed
Christian School
A Hurricane Preparedness
Program will be held at Yvonne
C. Reed Christian School, 3455
26th Ave. S., St. Petersburg on
Thursday, May 15 at 10:00 a.m.
Students grades K-3 will
participate in a play that will
depict wind, rain, lightening and
destruction. The play’s climax
will feature hurricane prepared
ness ideas and techniques,
telling us just what we need to
do to be prepared.
Reed said, “I was very
pleased to know that our school
had been selected to present
this Hurricane Preparedness
Program.”
Yvonne C. Reed Christian

School was established 10 years
ago. In addition to being a
Christian school where prayers
are recited and bible lessons are
taught,
grade
appropriate
academics
are taught by
qualified teachers. “Our records
show that we have accepted
many failing students from other
schools and we have been able
to turn those students around to
become better students. Yvonne
C. Reed Christian School is not
a school of failing children but
can be an alternative to public
school,” said Reed.
For
more
information,
contact Reed at 727-743-3808.

If you think there might be a
warrant for your arrest...
Please call
(727) 322-0664
AVOID THE EMBARRASSMENT OF BEING

ARRESTED!

and boat out to the intracoastal,

(727) 866-6621
(727) 896-6556

and fish from your back yard.

St Petersburg Theological Seminary

T-SHIRTS. UNIF0RMS. SPORTSWEAR. FAMILY REUNIONS. MEMORIALS

PH: <727)823-2500

The Vision

PH: (727)708.7529

An Institution Of Higher
Preparing Men & Women To

Communicate Clearly The
Claims OfThe Older And
Newer Covenants For The
Modem World

Programs Offered:
• Doctor Of Ministry
• Master Of Divinity
• Master Of Rabbinic Studies

A Place where

10830 Navajo Drive

One’s Natural

St Petersburg, FL 33708

Gifts Can

727-399-0276

Blossom Into
God’s Glory

• MA. la Htblkal Studies
• MA In Counseling
• MA. In Judaic Studies
’ M.A In Misswtogy/fo-«ORdrinVYotith Ministry
• MA In Pastoral Counseling
• M.S In Educational Ministries
•

www.sptseminary.edu
regi.strar@sptseminary.edu
ArvrrvlirrH hv The* Trans-Natinn

Religious Teacher Education

• .MA. In Teacher Education
• Bachelor Of Arts Degree Completion
« Certificate Jn Religious Education

UNIVERSITY
“WE GOT IT!”
CUSTOM WEAR FOR YOUR CUSTOM NEEDS
1550 16TH ST. S.
EML; SCORPIOS2109@YAHOO.COM
GRAPHICS. SCREEN PRINTINO . EMBROIDERY. BANNERS. SIGNS & MORE I

Association Of Christian Colleges.

WWW.THEWEEKLYCHALLENGER.COM

Webb
Bail
Bonb

s
Easy Payment
Plans
Collateral
not always needed

826 49th St. S.
St. Pete Fl. 33707
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Effort Stops Bridge Jumpers, But Officials Weigh Cost
BY MITCH STACY
ST. PETERSBURG (AP) Working suicide patrol on the
towering
Sunshine
Skyway
Bridge, Florida Highway Patrol
Sgt. Leif Cardwell rolled up to
find the 58-year-old woman with
one leg already draped over the
short concrete barrier wall. The
license plate on the Ford minivan
she drove there said: “HPPY
NOW.”
Cardwell kept his distance,
imploring her to talk to him about
her problems and not go through
with it. He had thwarted a bridge
suicide attempt two months
before.
“It’s too late,” she kept
saying. She threw down her
driver’s license and cell phone
and swung her other leg over.
Then she was gone, just like
that. Seconds later came a loud
crash when she hit the water. “It
was a very windy day, it was
noisy, but it was clearly
audible...,” recalls the 38-year-old
trooper. “It is a violent way to go. ”
Despondent
souls
keep
stopping at the peak of the
majestic Florida Gulf Coast
landmark to kill themselves every
year, adding to its reputation as
one of the country’s most
notorious bridges for jumpers.
It’s a problem that the state
has tried to address with 24-hour
patrols, surveillance cameras and
crisis hot line phones at the top.
Now it’s possible that the bridge
patrol, which troopers say has
saved dozens of lives since it was
initiated in 2000, could be cut
back as the cash-strapped state
government struggles to make

ends meet.
Ten people jumped to their
deaths at the Skyway last year.
But seven others were talked out
of it or wrestled away from the
edge by one of the troopers who
drive back and forth across the 4mile bridge around the clock
specifically for that reason. One
night last month, a trooper found
a silver Jaguar abandoned by a
22-year-old man whose body was
found in the bay; then the
following day, the same officer
stopped a 39-year-old would-be
jumper.
Around 120 people have
killed themselves there since the
higher, cable-supported version
of the Skyway opened in April
1987, carrying traffic across the
mouth of Tampa Bay on I- 275.
For unknown reasons, the
rate started picking up in the midl990s, and over the past decade
an average of eight people a year
have died there, highway patrol
and sheriff’s office statistics
show.
The worst was 2003:13 dead,
10 other attempts.
Those who fall the roughly
200 feet from the center span of
the bridge hit the dark water in
less than four seconds, moving at
around 75 mph. The impact tears
away their clothes, shatters bones,
ruptures internal organs. Some hit
the rocks.
The vast majority drive less
than an hour to get there, paying
the $1 toll to get on the bridge.
Many leave notes in their cars.
Records show them coming at all,
hours on every day of the week.
The most popular day: Sunday.
Former Gov. Jeb Bush asked

the Department of Transportation
to look into the possibility of
installing new barriers or even
nets. Those ideas proved unrealis
tic because of the aerodynamics
of the bridge and other factors,
but the push resulted in the instal
lation of the six crisis hot line
phones and 24-hour patrols.
By being constantly on or
around the bridge, troopers have
thwarted mote than 90 suicide
attempts since 2000, the highway
patrol says. Regardless, a state
Department of Transportation
spokeswoman acknowledged that
the $33O,OOO-a-year program that
pays troopers to work extra duty
on the Skyway is being scruti
nized as the agency tightens its
belt.
The key to saving people,
officials say, is being able to get
an officer there within minutes
after a car stops on the bridge,
which is not otherwise accessible
to pedestrians.
By then the more resolute
have already jumped, some not
even bothering to shut off the
engine. But many are still sitting
in their cars crying when the
officer rolls up. Or they’re out,
pacing or sitting on the 3 l/2-foothigh wall. If the trooper can get to’
them, they’re taken into custody
for a mental evaluation.
“There are some who aren’t
committed to jumping, and those
are the ones we can save,” says
highway patrol Lt Harold Frear,
who coordinates the bridge detail.
“We don’t want them to sit up
there long enough to think about
it and decide they want to go
through with it.”
Trooper Dan Cole worked the

detail a couple times a week for
around four years and never lost
anyone over the side.
“I think I’ve physically
grabbed six off the wall, two that
had been totally hanging over the
wall,” says Cole, who received a
commendation for one of the
saves.
Some believe that nothing
short of a barrier or fence will
solve the problem for good.
That’s been the response in other
places.
A barrier is being studied for
San Francisco’s Golden Gate
Bridge, widely regarded as the
most popular suicide spot in the
world. At least 1,250 people have
jumped from the bridge since it
opened in 1937.
Construction of an 8-foot
fence is expected to begin next
year to deter jumpers at Seattle’s
Aurora Bridge, where at least 40
people have killed themselves in
the past decade. A barrier is also
in the works for the Cold Spring
Canyon Arch Bridge in Santa
Barbara, Calif.
Suicides were reduced from
around 20 a year to zero at
Toronto’s Bloor Street Viaduct
after the construction of a barrier
in 2003.
Why jump off a bridge?
Survivors have cited convenience
and the romanticism associated
with ending their fives in
beautiful locales, floating through
space before being enveloped by
the water and then darkness.
“They think of transcendental
flight through the air and then
they’re going to hit the water and
drown,” says Dr. Lanny Berman,
executive
director
of the

American
Association
of
Suicidology. “This isn’t in their
mind that it’s going to be as
traumatic a death as it is. It has
some magical thinking' attached
to it.”
“Maybe they think it’s a sure
thing,” offers Cardwell, the state
trooper. “Maybe for those who
don’t want to commit suicide, it’s
a way to get attention pretty
quickly.”
“I honestly have no idea
why,” says Mary McNamara of
Sarasota, whose troubled 31year-old son became the first
bridge suicide of2008 on Feb. 12.
His body still hasn’t been found.
A 49-year-old woman who
killed herself at the Skyway in
August told one of her sisters that
she decided to do it after seeing
“The Bridge,” a 2006 documen
tary about jumpers at the Golden
Gate Bridge.
Experts note that once a
locale gets a reputation as a
suicide spot, it inevitably attracts
more people there to do the deed.
And the Skyway’s reputation is
established.
In 1993, a 16-year-old girl
and l5-year-old boy stepped off
together in a lovers’ suicide pact.
News reports at the time said they
were upset that the boy’s mother
was sending him away to live
with his father.
In 1998, a TOO-pound
Rottweiler named Shasta went
over with her owner, a 44-yearold Lakeland man. The dog
survived and became a local
media sensation as animal-lovers
clamored to adopt her.
A Tampa woman named
Katherine Freeman fatally shot

her ex-husband and tried to
strangle his wife in May 2000.
She drove to the bridge and
jumped, only to become one of
the half dozen or so people who
have survived the fall from the
center. She recovered and was
sentenced to life in prison.
A year later, a St. Petersburg
man named Hanns Jones also
survived.
The now 42-year-old artist
and inventor was despondent
over business pressures, heavy
drinking and a horrible fight with
his wife.
At around 5 p.m. on May 30,
2001, he drove his old red Ford
pickup to the top. The John
Lennon song, “I’m Losing You,”
was playing on the radio on the
way. Or maybe it was in his head.
“Right after I jumped I
thought it was a big mistake,’,’ he
says. It wasn’t what he expected.
“You just accelerate, acceler
ate so fast and then it stops,” he
says. “But when you stop, you
don’t feel like you hit water. You
feel like you hit the concrete. ”
Despite multiple rib fractures,
internal bleeding and a collapsed
lung, he was able to swim to the
rocks near one of the pylons. He
was sitting there naked when
rescuers arrived, and then spent
weeks in the hospital recovering.
Jones says he’s fine and
happy today, and he often
wonders why he survived when
so many others didn’t. But he
understands why they come to
jump.
“You get to that point and it
seems surreal,” he says. “You just
want that unbelievable pain to go
away.”

Open House At The
Taoist Tai Chi Center,
Saturday, May 10
Tai Chi originated in the
Taoist monasteries of old China.
It is an exercise consisting of
slow and graceful movements
which promote healthj relax
ation and flexibility. People of
all ages can benefit from it.
Taoist Tai Chi was first
introduced to North America in
1970 by Master Moy Lin-Shin,
who studied the Taoist arts of
health and longevity for over
thirty years in China and Hong
Kong. He reincorporated the
principles of the Taoist internal
arts,
traditional
Chinese
medicine, and Taoist meditation
into a form of Tai Chi specifi
cally aimed at cultivating health
and vitality, which he named
“Taoist Tai Chi.” The 108
movements are a complete and
integrated exercise which works
all ofthe body’s systems deeply,
yet gently.
Master Moy worked self
lessly to make this art of health
available to all. The non-profit
movement which he founded,
the Taoist Tai Chi Society, now
has over 450 locations around
the world. Accredited instruc
tors volunteer their time to share
the benefits with others.
People of all ages can leam
the gentle movements of Taoist
Tai Chi.
Through classes,

Door locks won’t work. Mace won’t help. So, how do you fend off the nation's deadliest killer?
Simple, don’t smoke. By leading to lung cancer, heart disease and countless other ailments, smoking kills 438,000 smokers each year.

people have found these
movements to be an effective
therapy for a wide range of
health problems, including poor
circulation, arthritis, back pain,
and nervous disorders. Classes
have been offered in association
with the Multiple Sclerosis
Society,
the
Parkinson’s
Foundation and the Cerebral
Palsy Association.
Special
classes are offered for senior
citizens, who have found
improve’d balance and fewer
falls.
The benefits of Tai Chi
include improved circulation,
balance, and posture; increased
strength and flexibility; and
reduced stress. With regular
practice, Tai Chi restores the
calmness and peace of mind that
is often lost through the
anxieties of daily life.
For more information, call
the St. Petersburg Center at
(727)
896-2620,
or visit
http://stpetersburg. florida.usa.ta
oist.org. All are welcome to
attend the Open House at the
Center, 1833 Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. St., N. on Saturday,
May 10, 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
There will be demonstrations of
the Tai Chi set and some
teaching of the first few moves.
There is no charge.

PLEASE SUPPORT

If you never light up, you’ll never be one of them. And If you’d like to save someone else, tell them to visit tobaccofreeflorida.com
or call the Quitline at 1-877-U-CAN-NOW for free cessation aids like patches, gum and lozenges while suppliesjast.

© Florida Department of Health
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ENTERTAINMENT
NAA CP - City of St. Petersburg Presents

Rick G^ 4

75 th Annual
FREEDOM FUND

JAZZ
JAMM
‘08 Inductees: Jazz Hall Of Fame
Last week, we introduced two
Shorter stated, “Some say that Gerry Mulligan, Charlie Parker,
of the inductees into the Jazz Hall Coltrane’s music sounded like and Miles Davis. However, it was
of Fame, pianist Mary Lou scrambled eggs, but man, listen to with Miles Davis that I am most
Williams, and blues vocalist the way Coltrane scrambled those familiar. It seems as though every
album Evans and Miles collabo
Bessie Smith. This week is the .eggs.”
final part introducing the two
Coleman was bom in Fort rated on became a hit. Here’s a
review ofthe albums, I’m familiar
other inductees, avant garde alto Worth, Texas on March 9, 1930.
saxophonist Ornette Coleman and As a professional musician he was with: “Birth of the Cool,” “Miles
master musical arranger Gil
also able to play trumpet and Ahead,” “Porgy and Bess,” and
Evans.
violin. His instrument of choice the very haunting and beautiful
As recent as last year, Jazz was alto saxophone.
In the “Sketches Of Spain.”
You can hear most of the
Hall of Fame inductee Ornette beginning, for several years, using
Coleman was still doing what he
sidemen Don Cherry, pocket Evans and Miles collaborated
does so well.. .making music. His trumpet, Charlie Haden, bass, and efforts resorted on the 5-CD set
album ‘Sound Grammar’ won a Billy Higgins or Ed Blackwell on Miles Davis & Gil Evans: The
Columbia
Studio
Grammy nomination for Best drums, Coleman created an entire Complete
Records.
One
last
word
before
we
new sound of jazz, Beheve it or
Jazz Instrumental Album - 2007.
A live album, once again Coleman not, at first, other jazz musicians end: Miles Davis is quoted as
brought something different to the looked upon Coleman as mentally saying, “I loved working with Gil
jazz community with his unusual unbalanced. Often ignored at jam because he was so meticulous and
two - acoustic bass jazz quartet sessions, there were actually times creative...I trusted his musical
arrangements completely. We.had
with percussion and Coleman when he was paid not to play. He
always been a great musical team
making up the rest of the quartet is given credit for saying: “It was
and I realized it when we did
when
I
noticed
that
I
was
making
on his customary alto saxophone
(no piano). As far back as I can mistakes that I realized that I was “Miles Ahead” that Gil and I were
something
special
together
remember, Coleman has been out on the right track or something.”
Our final 2008 - Jazz Hall of musically.”
front with musical innovations
I think that says it all, and is
that initially literally turned me Fame inductee is master arranger
•
reason
enough for Gil Evans to
completely off. When I was first Gil Evans. Evans was bom May
13, 1912, in Toronto. In 1927, have been inducted into the Jazz
introduced to him, jazz buffs were
after
the family had relocated to Hall of Fame.
talking about “the jazz musician
Remember to “Keep Jazz
who played a white plastic alto California, a friend of the family,
saxophone.” Okay, this was weird who was a jazz fan took Evans to Alive” by “Supporting Live Jazz!”
Jazz fans - do you have any
enough, because who had ever a Duke Ellington concert. Evans
heard of a plastic saxophone? enjoyed Ellington so much that it feedback? I would like to hear fiom
But, that’s not where Coleman’s was then that Evans decided to YOU! You may visit my Web site
dedicate his life to music. Much at: rickgeesjazzjamm.com or email
eccentrics ended; it was the
of Evans’ early composing and me at JazzJamm@aol.com. You
unbridled, unrestricted, uninhibit
arranging experiences were doing may also mail your letters to Rick
ed, but controlled music.
Gee’s Jazz Jamm; c/o The Weekly
Listening
to
Coleman’s the years of 1933 and 1938. He
Challenger, 2500 ML King St, S.,
music, one can hear bebop and continued to work with various
hard bop lines, familiar chord musicians, putting together band St Petersburg, FL 33705.
tones, and sometimes stretches of groups ranging from six to 10
melodic measures. Nevertheless, players. Sometime, in the early
l940s, Evans went into the army,
most of Coleman’s tunes were socalled free form, whereas chord and became a U.S. citizen.
While in the service, he met
sequences are discarded for con
frontational rhythmic measures. the legendary Lester Young and
To this day, I have never been discovered the new jazz music of
Upon discharge, he
comfortable
listening
to bebop.
Coleman’s music; however, I moved to New York, and rented
understood the direction that he an apartment on 55th Street,
had chosen to take. It was similar which later became a jazz haven.
to John Coltrane’s sheets of Evans began to work with many
of the top jazz musicians, such as
music. As jazz legend Wayne
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To be held at,

The St. Petersburg Coliseum
535 Fourth Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33701

HOMECOMING: A RETURttTOA LEGACY OF
|

RESILIENCY, ACHIEVEMENT AND SUCCESS
SATURDAY
June 7, 2008 • 7 p.m.
• Sr. Vice President of
Energy Delivery Progress Energy
Florida (PEF)
• Immediate Past Vice
President of
Distribution (PEF)
• Known as former
Florida Power’s
_______ ______________ ‘Youngest Distrist

Michael Levas

MBa| M^er" « age 27

$50
For more details contact:
J
The NAACP Office at 727-898-3310 or
Sponsorship Cobrdinat&r 727-867-1887

PICKOFTHEWEEK!

5 10 38

THE NEW I590 AM WRXB
SERVING THE COMMUNITIES
FOR OVER 3 DECADES AND
STILL GOING STRONG!
• The best gospel music in Tampa Bay that will lift your spirits. Tune in daily from 6 am. -1 p.m.
• Midday cafe plays today’s R&B and classic soul music from yesterday. 1 p.m. • 7 p.m.
• Party blues & oldies as we walk you back down memory lane listening to your favorite music. 7 -10 p.m.

CA$H 3
275
193
682

(727) 864-1600
OFFICE (727) 327-WRXB (9792)
2060 1 st Avenue North
ST. PETERSBURG, FL 33713

MAY llTH, 2008
6PM FASHION SHOW RH
sponsored

DOG
DAYS

• The very best jazz for your listening pleasure! Every Sunday from 6 p.m. ■ 8 p.m.

REQUEST LINE

* DINNER & GAIA

4PM DINNER

•The Bedtime mix with Intimate sessions is music that is nice, slow and easy. 10 p.m. -12 p.m.

For Marketing and Promotions
Contact Donza Drummond
at (727) 821-9947
email: ddwrxb@yahoo.com

MOTHER’S <DAY

AN extreme

1-6
5-8
7-3

Makeover

FOR 3 DESERVING MOTHERS
BY

8-3
4-2
6-4

BYASHLEYSTEWART

Master cosmeToIogist
Shelia Tampa

$20 DINNER &. FASHION SHOW
$10 FASHION SHOW ONLY
LIMITED SEATING SO CALL FOR YOUR. RESERVATION

(727) 821-1078 OR (727) 520-4787
1101 1ST AVENUE N. ST. PETE, FL.
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
Winning Not Everything For
Central Washington Softball Team

Mallory Holtman and Liz
Wallace carry Sara
Tucholsky.

MONMOUTH, Ore. (AP) - A
senior with a .153 career batting
average hits her first home run, a
three-run blast, to help Western
Oregon move closer to a spot in
the NCAA's Division II softball
playoffs.
That was improbable. To 70year-old Central Washington
coach Gary Frederick, what
happened next was “unbeliev
able.”
Sara Tucholsky, the 5-foot-2inch right fielder, sprinted to first
as the ball cleared the center field
fence Saturday in Ellensburg,

Wash. Given that she had never
hit a ball out of the park, even in
practice, she was excited. So
excited she missed first base.
A couple yards past the bag,
she stopped to go back and touch
it. But she collapsed with a knee
injury.
“I was in a lot of pain,” she
told The Oregonian newspaper on
Tuesday. “Our first-base coach
was telling me I had to crawl back
to first base. ‘I can't touch you,’
she said, ‘or you'll be out. I can't
help you.’”
Despite the agony, Tucholsky
crawled back to first.
Western Oregon coach Pam
Knox ran onto the field and talked
to the umpires. The umpires said
the coach could place a substitute
runner at first. Tucholsky would
be credited with a single.
“The umpires said a player
cannot be assisted by their team
around the bases,” Knox said.
“But it is her only home run in
four years. She is going to kill me

if we sub and take it away. But at
same time I was concerned for
her. I didn't know what to do.”
An opponent did.
Central Washington first
baseman Mallory Holtman, the
all-time home run leader in the
Great
Northwest
Athletic
Conference, asked the umpire if
she and her teammates could
carry Tucholsky around the bases.
The umpires said nothing in
the rule book precluded help from
the opposition.
Holtman and shortstop Liz
Wallace lifted Tucholsky and
resumed the home-run walk,
stopping to let Tucholsky touch
the bases with her good leg.
“We started laughing when
we touched second base,”
Holtman said. “I said, ‘I wonder
what this must look like to other
people.’”
Holtman got her answer
when they arrived at home plate.
Many people were in tears.
The second-inning homer

sent Western Oregon on its way to
a 4-2 victory, ending Central
Washington's chances of winning
the conference and advancing to
the playoffs.
“In the end, it is not about
winning and losing so much,”
Holtman said. “It was about this
girl. She hit it over the fence and
was in pain and she deserved a
home run.”
Frederick,
the
Central
Washington coach, said he later
got a clarification from an
umpiring supervisor, who said
NCAA rules allow a substitute to
run for a player who is injured
after a home run.
The clarification doesn't
matter to those who witnessed the
act of sportsmanship.
“Those girls did something
awesome to help me get my first
home run,” Tucholsky said. “It
makes you look at athletes in a
different way. It is not always all
about winning but rather helping
someone in a situation like that.”

Kobe Bryant Wins First MVP Award

Kobe Bryant

BY JOHN NADEL
LOS ANGELES (AP) Kobe Bryant has won the NBA's
MVP award for the first time,

the Los Angeles Times reported
oil its Web site Friday night,
citing
anonymous
sources
familiar with the outcome of
voting by media members.
Bryant, who entered the
season as the league's two-time
defending scoring champion,
had finished third in the MVP
voting twice after the 2002-03
campaign, when he averaged 30
points for the first time, and
again last season, when Dallas'
Dirk Nowitzki won the award.
Bryant averaged 28.3 points,

6.3 rebounds, 5.4 assists and
1.84 steals while playing in all
82 games despite tearing a
ligament in his right pinkie
finger in February. A hand spe
cialist recommended surgery,
but Bryant decided to put it off
until after the Olympics this
summer.
He led the Lakers to the best
record
in
the
Western
Conference and a sweep of
Denver in the first round of the
playoffs. The Lakers open the
second round Sunday against

Utah at Staples Center.
Bryant, second in the NBA
in scoring behind Cleveland's
LeBron James, will be the first
Lakers player to win the MVP
award since Shaquille O'Neal
was a near-unanimous choice in
2000. Other previous Lakers to
win the award dating to 1956,
when it was first presented, were
Kareem • Abdul-Jabbar
and
Magic Johnson, who each won it
three times. Abdul-Jabbar also
won three with the Milwaukee
Bucks.

Youkilis And Lester
Help Red Sox Beat Kazmir, Rays

Scott Kazmir

BOSTON (AP) - Kevin
Youkilis had four RBIs and Jon
Lester pitched six innings to lift
the Boston Red Sox to a 7-3
victory over Tampa Bay on
Sunday, spoiling the return of
Rays ace Scott Kazmir.
After being swept for the first
time in franchise history by
Tampa Bay last weekend, the Red
Sox returned the favor and
outscored the Rays in the series
26-10. None of tiie Tampa Bay
starters in the three-game series
made it out of the fourth inning.

Lester (2-2) allowed a run and
four hits with three walks. His 13inning scoreless streak was
snapped when Carlos Pena hit his
seventh home run of the season,
cutting Boston's lead to 4-1 in the
sixth.
Kazmir was chased after
allowing four runs in four innings
in his season debut. He had been
out since straining his elbow in
February.
Jonathan Papelbon got the
final four outs to record, his ninth
save in nine chances for Boston.
Youkilis had a pair of doubles
and a solo shot, his third home run
of the season off Dan Wheeler in
the seventh inning for . a 5-3 lead."
His two-run double, in the eighth
off Scott Dohmann extended
Boston's lead to 7-3.
Tampa Bay scored a pair in

the
seventh
off
Manny
Delcarmen. Jason Bartlett hit a
one out single and then scored on
Akinori Iwamura's tripled to deep
center. Hideki Okajima relieved
Delcarmen, but was greeted with
an RBI single by Carl Crawford to
cut the lead to 4-3. Okajima struck
out B.J. Upton and Pena to end the
inning.
After a Youkilis sacrifice fly
gave Boston a 1-0 lead in the first
inning, the Sox added two more in
the third. Dustin Pedroia led off
the inning with a single, Youkilis
doubled and then Pedroia scored
on a passed ball by Kazmir.
Manny Ramirez then doubled off
the wall to knock in Youkilis for a
3-0 lead.
Coco Crisp scored Boston's
fourth run when he led off the
fourth with a single, stole second

and advanced to third on an error
before scoring on a Pedroia
groundout.
Tampa Bay was swept in a
three-game series for the first time
this season and has dropped four
of six.
Boston stole five bases and
finished 5-1 on the home stand.
Notes: David Ortiz was scratched
from the starting lineup with
tightness in his right knee. Kazmir
was activated from the disabled
fist and OF Justin Ruggiano was
optioned to the minors. Tampa
Bay has used 35 players on the
active roster this season, most in
the majors. Tampa Bay has only
won two series in 28 chances in
Boston. Pedroia has seven hits in
his last twelve at bats after going
O-for-ll in the previous series
against Toronto.

De La Hoya
Wins Easy Decision

De La Hoya vs. Forbes

BYTIMDAHLBERG
CARSON, Calif. (AP) Oscar De La Hoya showed he
could still beat a contender. Next
up is cashing in again like a
champion.
In what was little more than
a tuneup for a much bigger fight,
De La Hoya kicked off his
retirement tour Saturday night
before an appreciative crowd by
pitching a near shutout over a
game but overmatched Portland,
Ore. native Steve Forbes.
De La Hoya got a chance to
shake off ring rust and put on a
show in front of his hometown
fans, who came out in big
numbers to cheer him on against
a fighter whose previous biggest
claim to fame was losing in the
final of the “Contender” reality
series. He didn't disappoint,
battering the smaller Forbes
around on his way to an easy 12round decision win in his first
fight in a year.
The win set up a September
rematch
with
Floyd
Mayweather Jr., who beat De La
Hoya by split decision last May
in what was the richest fight
ever. And, even though De La
Hoya was a 17-1 favorite, his
dominating performance against
Forbes will likely do what De La
Hoya wanted by helping sell the
second fight with Mayweather.
De La Hoya won all 12
rounds on one judge's scorecard
and 11 out of 12 on the other
two. He bloodied Forbes face,
but he failed to knock out an
opponent who had never been
stopped in 38 previous fights,
like he had vowed to do before
the bout.
The Associated Press had
De La Hoya winning every
round, and scored it 120-108.
“I was hoping I'd stop him

or knock him out,” De La Hoya
said. “I'm a little disappointed.”
De La Hoya had little to fear
from the light-hitting Forbes, a
former l30-pound champion
fighting at 150 pounds, and it
showed. He attacked from the
opening bell, and the fight soon
settled into a predictable pattern,
with De La Hoya stalking
Forbes and punishing him with
combinations to the body and
head.
But he was greeted by
scattered boos by the crowd at
the end of the fight after failing
to either put Forbes down or stop
him.
De La Hoya, who says he
will retire at the end of the year
after two more fights, needed an
impressive performance to help
set up a second fight with
Mayweather. He hand-picked
Forbes, a decent fighter with
little power, to be an opponent
who would showcase his skills
while at the same time not pose
too much of a threat to his plans.
Forbes cooperated by doing
his best, but he rarely was able to
get inside De La Hoya's reach or
mount any sustained attack. As
he kept losing rounds, his comer
became as desperate as the
fighter, imploring him to land
one big punch.
“Try and make him walk
into something,” trainer Jeff
Mayweather told Forbes after
the fourth round
The fight hardly seemed
suited for an outdoor arena and a
primetime audience on HBO,
considering one fighter had lost
two of his last three fights and
the other had dropped three of
his last five. But De La Hoya
remains a box office attraction
despite a middling 7-5 record
over the last eight years and,
with his retirement looming, this
was the only chance for many in
his hometown to see him five.
An announced crowd of
27,000, lured by ticket prices as
low as $25, came to the Home
Depot Center to do just that,
even though the two fighters
could barely be seen by fans in
the upper reaches of the soccer
stadium.

NBA TRIVIA OF THE WEEK
What two former NBA players hold the record
for most three pointers made in a finals game?
Hint: Was set in 1995,
and tied in 1997.
Last Week’s Answer:
(95) New York vs. Miami
See Sports Page Next Week For The Answer!!

The Tampa Bay Rays and St. Petersburg Branch of the NAACP have launched the

2008 Monte Irvin Scholarship program
One ofthe finest African American players in the years preceding integration, Monte Irvin fashioned a career of dual
excellence in both the Negro Leagues and the Major Leagues. The Scholarship was established to recognize and support
the higher education for one outstanding minority high school male student and one outstanding minority high

NAACP

school female student residing in the City of St. Petersburg. Scholarship winners will be shining examples of

academic excellence, strong character and commitment to community.
For scholarship criteria and submission requirements, or to download a copy ofthe program outline and application
please visit www.raysbasebaU.com\monteirvin.
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STATE NEWS
SORORITY
continuedfrom front page

honored was Mary Murph,
founder and president of the
Sickle Cell Disease Association
of St. Petersburg. Murph is also
a member of the sorority.
The 55th annual South
Atlantic Regional Conference
was held April 23-27 at the
Tampa Convention Center.
Joining Jones for the confer
ence
were
International
President Barbara A. McKinzie,
and several sorority leaders
from across the United States.
During a gala celebration
on Saturday evening, Jones, of
Augusta, Ga., led members in a
rousing chorus of “Happy
Birthday” to note the sorority’s
important milestone. “You can’t
celebrate a birthday without
having a cake/’ she said.
The conference mostly
drew participants from the

JOYNER
continuedfrom front page
cases for compensation by
petitioning the Legislature
through the arduous claims bill
process.
For example, Alan Crotzer
would have been ineligible for
the new automatic compensa
tion because he had been previ
ously convicted of stealing
beer during a convenience
store hold up.
“Just . because someone
may have been previously
convicted of an offense
unrelated to the crime for
which they’re unjustly impris
oned, shouldn’t be grounds to
disqualify
them
from

three-state area of Florida,
Georgia and South Carolina,
but attracted members from
around the country. The South
Atlantic Region is the sorority’s
largest.
In January 2007, the
Sorority launched its two-year
Centennial Celebration with a
series of events at each of the 10
regional conferences. This
year’s convention represents
the high point of the festivities,
which continue through Dec.
31,2008.
More than 20,000 members
of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority
will converge upon Washington
D.C. from July 11-18 for its
Centennial international con
vention. McKinzie will preside
over the weeklong event, which
is being billed as a celebration
of 100 years of sisterhood and
service.
Alpha
Kappa
Alpha
Sorority is America’s first
Greek-letter
organization

founded in 1908 by, and for,
African-American
college
women.
Headquartered
in
Chicago, it is one of the world’s
leading service organizations.
The Sorority’s members have
made a commitment “to serve
all mankind” through a nucleus
of more than 200,000 women in
over 975 chapters in the United
States, the Caribbean, Canada,
Germany, Korea, Japan and in
the continent of Africa. Barbara
A. McKinzie is the 27th inter
national president. Because her
term coincides with the 100year anniversary, she is being
hailed as the “Centennial
National President.” McKinzie’s
administration is marked by the
theme: ESP, which stands for
“Economics,
Service
and
Partnership.”
For more information, visit
www.akal908.com. For an
archive of press releases, visit
the online pressroom at
http://akal908.com/site/pressroom/.

automatic compensation,” she
said. “A prior, unrelated
mistake shouldn’t be a ball and
chain to which they’re forever
shackled.”
According
to
the
Innocence Project of Florida,
which works to free those
wrongfully imprisoned, nine
people have been freed thus far
in the state thanks to DNA
evidence
proving
their
innocence.
Of those, two have already
been compensated and one has
died.
Of the remaining six, only
two would be eligible for
automatic .
compensation,
according to Joyner, a disap
pointment she said, since other
states with a similar system

have no such disqualification
provision based on prior con
victions for unrelated crimes.
Joyner vowed to correct
Florida’s clean hands provision
in the future.
“Our state is moving,
slowly and painfully, into a
more just system, but at least it
is moving,” she said. “Where
previously
we
had
no
automatic system for the state
to even admit its mistakes, we
now have an official way for
Florida to atone for them.”
“The only thing missing is
the full apology. If the mistake
that unjustly sent them to jail is
our fault, it’s not the wrongful
ly imprisoned who should have
the clean hands. It’s Florida’s
criminal justice system.”

First Annual Big Bend
Matchmaker Brings Utilities
And Telecommunications
Experts To Minority
Business Enterprises
Presented by DMS Office of Supplier Diversity
and the Florida Public Service Commission
TALLAHASSEE
- The
Department of Management
Services, Office of Supplier
Diversity and the Florida Public
Service Commission partnered to
present the first' annual Big Bend
MatchMaker on May 13, 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m. The theme is Energizing
Supplier
Diversity
through
Communication: A Utilities and
Telecommunications Initiative. It
takes place at the TallahasseeLeon County Civic Center in
Tallahassee.
“This is a one-of-a-kind
opportunity for women- and
minority-owned businesses,” said
DMS Secretary Linda H. South.
“By teaming with the Florida
Public Service Commission, we
are able to open the door to
another economic venue for these
vendors, that may seem over
whelming * at times but this
Workshop will enlighten and
encourage our vendors.’*
DMS
Departmental
Purchasing Director Tony Garcia
will share information about
doing business with the state,
including the bidding and pur
chasing
processes.
Representatives from the OSD
and the PSC, along with all event
partners will participate in a panel
discussion about the economic
opportunities in the utilities and

telecommunica
tions industries.
“Utilities and
telecommunica
tions are integral
to Florida’s infra
structure and that
opens opportunities
for other vendors,”
said PSC Chairman
Matthew M. Carter
II. “Industry leaders
come together with
state agencies, uni
versities and local
government at Big
Bend MatchMaker
to help women
and
minority OSD Director Torey L. Alston and Gov. Crist
business
owners
identify and develop business women-owned businesses in
these specialized industries,” said
relationships.”
At
the
Big
Bend OSD Director Torey L. Alston.
“We further that connection in the
MatchMaker, vendors schedule
with
one-on-one
l5-minute, one-on-one appoint afternoon
sessions for minority business
ments in the afternoon with gov
enterprises with government and
ernment and private buyers. The
appointments give vendors a corporate buyers.”
The Office of Supplier
personal opportunity to market
their businesses to targeted Diversity certifies 4,000 womenbuyers and at the Big Bend and minority-owned businesses
in Florida and works to improve
MatchMaker, contracts may be
business and economic opportu
awarded on-site.
“The Big Bend MatchMaker nities for them. To leam more
about the Office of Supplier
brings vendors and spenders
together as the State of Florida Diversity, call (850) 487-0915 or
works to advance minority- and visit www.osd.dms.state.fl.us.

Presented by
Department of Management Services Office of Supplier Diversity and
Florida Public Service Commission

Energizing Supplier
Diversity Through
Communication:
A Utilities and
Telecommunications ,
Initiative

Leon County Civic Center Tallahassee, FL
www.osd.dms.state.fl.us

THIS WOMAN HAS

115

May 13, 2008
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

COLLEGE DEGREES TO HER CREDIT.

at&t
Florida Lottery retailers are vital to our support of education. Thanks to them,
we’ve sent more than 350,000 high school students to Florida colleges on
Bright Futures Scholarships; contributed more than $18 Billion to education
statewide; and helped build, renovate and maintain 780 public schools. We

Progress Energy

Florida City Gas'

couldn’t do it without you, our players. When you play, we all win.

An AGL Resources Company
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NATIONAL NEWS
Lawmakers, Teens Debate
“Stop Saggin” Movement
BY KANITA MASON
NNPA SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT
WASHINGTON, D.C.
(NNPA) - It is known for being
a fashion that originated in
prison. Some think its cool
while others believe it’s
indecent. What is this nation
wide debate? The phenome
non is known as “baggy
pants.”
Some school systems and
localities have policies against
the showing of underwear, but
no state has successfully
passed a law or ordinance
against “baggy pants.” That’s
not from the lack of trying.
In 2005 Delegate Algie
Howell introduced House Bill
1981 in order to deal with
“baggy pants” in Virginia. The
bill failed in committee. In
Atlanta, there is a “Saggin’
Pants Task Force” that is
currently in place. The city
council has not decided what it
should do.
Wearing his pants low has
become a way of life for James
Baker. He’s been in and out of
the prison system since the age
of 16 and explains that despite rap and hop-hop artists
who may have made it popular
- this fashion originated in
prison because inmates are not
given belts.
“I’m going to wear my
clothes the way I want to wear
my clothes because they’re my
clothes,” said Baker.
But, the second time Baker
was imprisoned he learned a

valuable lesson. He was told
by an older inmate that the
lower you wear your pants,
you are signaling your avail
ability to the other inmates.
He thanked the man, but
still believes the style should
be freely warn in the streets.
Not everyone agrees with
Baker.
Dwaine Caraway, deputy
mayor pro tern of Dallas, is
one who believes that young
and old men alike need to pull
up there pants.
“There is a need for greater
self respect for themselves
[baggy pants wearers] ... and
society,” Caraway says.
Caraway explained that in
the Dallas and Forth worth
Metroplex area they did not
seek to pass a law but took a
different
approach.
“We
decided to create a PR
campaign instead of trying to
pass a law,” he said.
He was referring to the
numerous billboards that are
currently in and around the
Dallas
and
Fort
Worth
Metroplex
area depicting
different images encouraging
young men to “pull em up.”
Caraway even received the
support of some who are in the
rap community. Dewayne
Brown a rapper also known as
Dooney Da’ Priest, is part of
the campaign urging young
people to . improve their
appearance.
Dooney created a song
telling those young men to
stop the saggin’ and appropri
ately entitled the piece, “Pull

Your Pants Up.”
Along with the song, the.
rapper can also be seen on a
billboard in that area pointing
his finger with the backdrop of
the city behind him.
In reference to the law
being
passed,
Caraway
explains that he believes that
other cities and states alike
should follow suit after the
Dallas and Forts worth
Metroplex area and organize a
PR campaign rather than try to
pursue a law.
He doesn’t believe that this
should be a legal issue but
rather a moral one pertaining
to indecent exposure.
Maryland resident, DeVon
Baker feels strongly that the
way people wear their clothing
is a First Amendment right.
Therefore he opposes laws
against it. He said, “I feel that
it is so wrong. It’s freedom of
expression. If you can’t
express yourself then what can
you do.”
The 27-year-old explains
that sometimes it feels more
comfortable for him to wear
his pants low. He explained,
“My pants sag down some
because my belt messes with
my hip sometimes.”
Either
morally
or
otherwise, DeVon doesn’t
understand why his fashion
should be of anyone’s concern.
“Why should someone
care how you wear your
pants?” He continues, “I
would tell them [spectators] to
mind there business and stop
looking at my underwear.”
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the Coke side of life

Memorial Would Honor
African-American Jockeys
LEXINGTON, Ky. (AP) - A
memorial to honor AfricanAmerican
jockeys
being
planned in Lexington will tell
the story of Isaac Murphy, one
of history’s top riders.
Organizers
are
raising
money for the Isaac Murphy
Memorial Art Garden that
would be placed near downtown
Lexington.
Mayor
Jim
Newberry says the project is
intended to give a more
complete history of Kentucky’s
equine industry.
“It is a day that is long
overdue,” Newberry said at the
unveiling of the plans on
Tuesday.
Murphy is the only jockey
to have won the Kentucky
Derby, the Kentucky Oaks and

the Clark Handicap in the same
year, 1884.
“Even I would be smart
enough to bet on this guy,”
Newberry said.
Murphy could have lived in
any city, but he chose to live in
Lexington, which in his day was
a very racist town, said Yvonne
Giles, chairman of the board of
Lexington’s
Isaac.
Scott
Hathaway Museum.
“He was a man. He was a
person. He was not just a
jockey,” she said.
. The small park will include
a “winner’s circle,” with a video
wall that tells Murphy’s story. A
second interactive video wall
along the main plaza will tell the
story of African-Americans’
contributions to the horse

industry.
The art garden project is
expected to cost $1.7 million,
said Dave Melanson, secretary
of the Friends of Friends of
Isaac Murphy Memorial Art
Garden board. So far, $35,000
has been raised and more
donations are being sought, said
Andy Barr, vice president of the
board.
“In order to make this
happen, we need dollars,” said
Bruce Mundy, who also serves
•on the board.
Most of the approximately
half-acre of land for the garden
is owned by the state, which
will be turning the property over
to the local government.

Could The Global Food Crisis
Impact America?
BY SAEED SHABAZZ
SPECIAL TO THE NNPA FROM
THE FINAL CALL

expected to remain high in 2008
and 2009 and then begin to decline,
but they are likely to remain well
above the 2004 levels through 2015
NEW YORK (NNPA) for most food crops.
United Nations Secretary-General
As the policy note points out,
Ban Ki-Moon, in a recent meeting while households that are net
with Bretton Woods Institution producers may benefit from higher
organizations, called for immediate prices, price, increases for staple
and long-term measures to tackle a foods will increase poverty in
growing global food crisis.
several countries. For example, in
“The
rapidly
escalating the case ofYemen, estimates show
crisis of food availability has that the doubling of wheat prices
reached emergency proportions,”
over the last year could reverse all
Secretary-General Ban said April gains in poverty reduction achieved
14. He was referring to food riots
between 1998 and 2005, said the
taking place in different parts of the
World Bank.
world, from Italy to Yemen and
“The poor are not just facing
Mexico to the Philippines. Tanks
higher food prices but also higher
were deployed in parts of Yemen energy costs, which is a worrying
April 4, after five days of protests
combination,”
said
Danny
by 1,000 people, mostly youth,
Leipziger, World Bank Group vice
angry about the rising price of food.
president for poverty reduction and
Wheat prices have doubled since
economic management “Policy
February, while rice and vegetable responses to protect the poor from
oil jumped 20 percent.
food price rises are urgent and need
A few days before in Cote to be designed in a way that is
d’Ivoire, some 1,500 protesters
conducive to stimulating greater
chanting “we are hungry” clashed agricultural production in the long
with police for several hours. At ■MM**
run. ”
least a dozen people were
In early March, the United
wounded.
Protestors
were Nations Food and Agriculture
demanding that the government
Organization reported that rice
curb food prices. Egypt saw food prices had hit a 20-year high,
riots.
sparking concerns in Asia and
Food riots in Haiti resulted in at countries where rice is a staple in
least seven deaths. in Port-Audiets. The price for Thai rice went
Prince and the resignation of the
above $500 a ton weeks ago,
country’s prime minister. Anger passing a price mark not seen since
over rising food costs in the poor
1989, the agency noted.
nation, a nation where millions five
Globally, food prices have
on less than $2 a day, resulted in . risen 40 percent since mid-2007
protests and rioting. Peaceful
and predictions of food riots,
protests against the rising cost of violence and chaos in least 40
fuel and staples began in early nations have been made.
April.
“People are dying because of
The United Nations says it will their reaction to the situation,” said
distribute 8,000 tons of food and Jacques Diouf, director-general of
other aid in the next two months.
the UN Food and Agriculture
Venezuelan
President
Hugo
Organization, during an April 13
Chavez has pledged more than 350 meeting in the World Bank’s
tons of food. And U.S. President Washington, D.C. headquarters.
George W. Bush has ordered, the
The UN agency warned the food
release of $200 million in crisis was not going to end quickly.
emergency aid to nations hit hardest
The UN World Food Program
by surging food prices — though it said high fuel prices coupled with
was not immediately clear how
an escalated demand for food in
much Haiti would get
wealthier Asian and Latin
High food prices are threaten American markets and increased
ing recent gains in overcoming
demand for bio-fuel are behind
poverty and malnutrition, and are rising food prices around the world.
likely to persist over the medium Com, wheat, soy beans and sugar
term, according to a World Bank cane are used to create the cleanerGroup policy note released April 9.
burning fuel, instead of providing
According to “Rising Food food.
Prices: Policy Options and World
“Food prices have soared
Bank Response,” increases in because agricultural production has
global wheat prices reached 181
not kept up with the rising demand
percent over the 36 months leading
for bio-fuel production,” said
up to February 2008, and overall Katrina Wahlberg, social and
global food prices increased by 83
economic policy programmer for
percent. Food crop prices are the New York-based Global Policy

Forum and author of the policy
brief “Are We Approaching a
Global Food Crisis?”
“Food riots are becoming more
common, as more land and crops
are being divided from the food
chain by tiie world bio-fuel
industry,” she told The Final Call.
While international leaders
gathered to find solutions to the
world food crisis, analysts in the
United States braced for the April
16, Consumer Price Index Report
Analysts say the U.S. is wrestling
with the worst food inflation in 17
years because of sharply higher
costs for wheat, com, soybeans and
milk as well as higher energy and
transportation costs.
Deborah Khaliq of Atlanta,
doesn’t understand all of the
technical talk. She does know the
price of everything she buys at the
grocery store is going up.
“Extremely high, and I’m telling
you it is going up higher before it
goes lower again,” Khaliq said.
The cost of eggs alone jumped
25 percent, milk 13 percent and
chicken nearly 7 percent in
February, according to USDA.
Other products showing steep
increases: Bananas in 1991 cost .49
cents a pound, today the cost is .99
cents a pound, coffee was $2.93 per
pound in 1991, now it’s $6.51 per
pound; apples cost $1.69 per pound
in 2008, up from .59 cents a pound
in 1991; potatoes in 1991 were .86
cents per pound and hit $1.29 a
pound in 2008, said USDA
“It’s hard for most Americans
to even conceive of the idea that
food could become scarce in this
country,” said Raj Patel, a writer,
activist and former policy analyst
with the advocacy group Food First
and analyst for the World Bank,
World Trade Organization and tiie
United Nations. “Few of us are
paying attention to the close rela
tionship between bio-fuel, grain
crops and price inflation,” Patel told
Democracy
Now’s
Amy
Goodman. He was appearing on
her Pacifica Radio show, to push his
new book, “Stuffed & Starved: The
Hidden Battle for the World Food
System.”
Other things that could threaten
the U.S. food supply include a
highly concentrated meat process
ing industry that generated mill ions
of pounds of recalled meat and tiie
outbreaks of e-coli and other
foodbome pathogens, said Patel.
Exports of com have set record
highs as the weak dollar has madp it
cheaper overseas. That’s lowered
tiie supply of com available for sale
in the U.S.,” he said.
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obituaries
“It’s all taken care of’
These were the words that
brought calm to me when my
family member passed away.
She had already taken care
of her funeral and burial
expenses three years ago.
We just placed one call to
McRae Funeral Home and
found out that not only was
the funeral paid for - it was

Sanders Green

Dwayne Antron Daise

Nola Mae Rogers-Smith

Garry Sermon

Sanders Green was bom to
Wade and Leola Green in
Summerton, South Carolina on
January 10, 1939. He departed
this life on Friday, April 25,2008.
He leaves to cherish his
memories: daughter,
Sandra
McDuffie (Bobby) of Columbia,
SC; brothers, Wade Green, Jr.
(Lorene) of Thomasville, NC,
Aaron Green of White Plains,
NY, Herbert Green and Robert
Green, both of Salisbury, NC;
grandchild, Jaylin McDuffie of
Columbia, SC; and a host of
nieces, nephews, other, relatives
and friends.

Dwayne Antron Daise was
bom to Walter Daise and Patricia
Hall in Daytona Beach, Florida
on January 24,1984. He departed
this life on April 25,2008.
He leaves to cherish his
memories: son, Messiaha Daise;
two daughters, Korea and
Keinyya Lanique Daise; mother,
Patricia W. Hall (Larry); father,
Walter Daise, Sr. (Sharon); two
brothers, Christopher Daise and
Walter Daise, Jr.; three sisters,
Lashica Murray, Angela Daise
Stevens (Roger) and Shanita
Daise; and a host of nieces,
nephews, aunts, uncles, other
relatives and friends.

Nola Mae Rogers-Smith was
bom to the late Ambrose and
Lillie Mae Rogers on February 9,
1921. She departed this life on
Tuesday, April 29, 2008.
She leaves to cherish her
memories: son, Allen R. Smith
(Deborah) of Hephzibah, GA;
two daughters, Lena Banks
(Lonnie) of St. Petersburg and
Angelean Bing (Erroy) of Largo,
FL; god-daughter, Deloris Rentz
(Saul) of Gainesville, FL; six
sisters and one brother. Leila
Moon and Ruth Greenway of
Cincinnati, OH, Christine Rogers
of Statham, GA, Pauline Paul,
Marion Baugh, Leoni Thompson
of Decatur, GA and Edward
Rogers of Statham, GA; ten
grandchildren, eight great-grand-children; and a host of family and
friends.

Garry Sermon was bom to
Lizzie Mae Sermon and the late
Leonard Sermon, Sr. in St.
Petersburg on September 1,
1965. He departed this life on
April 23, 2008.
He leaves to cherish his
memories: daughters, Precious,
Kenyetta, Quanisha, Shaquisha,
Chancey and Ashley; sons,
Anthony, Garry, Jr., Marquell,
Carry, Leroy, Gamell and
Demko; mother and stepfather,
Lizzie M. Sermon and Frederick
Woodard; sisters, Linda Woodard
(Larry), Michele Fields, Equietta
Williams, Nickie and Tanya
Woodard; brothers, Leonard
Sermon (Lydia), Odell Sermon,
Lindsey Sermon (Daphne) and
Anthony Clark (Angie); step
sister, Areathea Woodard; step
brothers, Frederick Woodard, Jr.
and Deederick Woodard; two
grandchildren, four aunts, two
uncles; and a host of other
relatives and friends.

at prices that were in effect
at the time she made the
arrangements. What a
savings - What a peace of
mind.
So that your funeral is fully funded and won’t be a financial burden
on your family, contact McRae Funeral Home today and discuss
how you can guarantee the future price at today’s cost.

McRae Funeral Home
1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
St Petersburg, Florida 33705
(727) 895-6005

SMITH FUNERAL HOME
SMITH FUNERAL HOME

SMITH ca
FUNERAL HOME &
CREMATION SERVICE

CREAL FUNERAL HOME

CREAL FUNERAL HOME

Our Professional Caring Staff...
Affordable Services with Dignity...

Anchored In Integrity...
has established us, as a leader In the funeral Industry.
Consider us first tor all ot your funeral Arrangements.
Standard and Premier Funeral Packages
personalised to your family needs.
“Upholding a tradition ofservice from ourfamily to yours”

Helping families to honor their loved ones in a truly personal way

JL
T

CALVARY
CATHOLIC
CEMETERY

727-894-2266 / Fax 821-8728
153418th Avenne South * St. Petersburg, FL 33705
www.smithfhinc.eom

Burial Spaces

Florida ,
Mortician I

New Edition
Io
Obituary Section

$990
Creal Funeral
Home
1940 7th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida
(727) 896-2602

Sewitty

crwtsaecetec&p-

Pre-need

Place Your

Interest-free

Funeral

. Albertine Lockhart

James Alfred Ayer

available

Announcement

11801-U.S. 19 N.

* In Memorium

Albertine Lockhart was bom
on April 2, 1919 in Salybia
Dominica. She departed this life
on Wednesday, April 23,2008.
She leaves to cherish her
memories: sons, Rupert Belle of
London, England, Bob Valma of
Tampa, FL, Andrew Lockhart
(Ann), Joel Lockhart (Christie),
both of Clearwater, FL, Peter
Lockhart (Valerie) of Port
Richey, FL; daughters, Jessy
Lockhart of Clearwater, FL and
Joan Lockhart of Dominica;
twenty-seven
grandchildren,
twenty-two great-grandchildren,
two great-great-grandchildren;
and a host of nieces, nephews,
other relatives and friends.

James Alfred Ayer was bom
on April 26, 1927 in Harlem,
New York. He departed this life
onApril 27, 2008.
He leaves to cherish his
memories: wife, Wanita; three
daughters, Debra Skinner, MD
(Carl), Elizabeth Ayer, Jawan
Ayer-Cole, MD- (James); four
grandchildren Charles, Ashley,
James, Jaylin; and a host of
nieces, nephews, grand nieces
and nephews.

financing

7 95G

State Approved Pre-Funeral
Arrangement Plan

Clearwater, FL

Burial Service • Funeral Service
Cremation Service • Shipping Service

727-572-4355

Robert Creal, Sr., LFD

of(gratitude to the Community for

&

Entrusting Our Family to Serve Your Family with

10 Years of Service
Professional Staff Providing Services with Integrity,
Memorials, Shipping Service, Cremation Services,
Spacious and Private Viewing Parlors,
Pre-Arrangements, Cemetery Property,
Limousine Service, DVD Presentations,
T-Shirts, After-Care, Headmarkers,
Urns, Notary, Floral Designs,
Video and Photography Services.
These and many other services can be provided
with efficiency and at affordable prices.

* Thank You

In
The Weekly
Challenger

“Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine
own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge Him,
and He shall direct thy paths." Proverbs 3:5,6

Dwayne E. and
Immaculate Matt

Princeand
Edna Matt

Zion Hill Mortuary
“The Soldiers of Service”
1700 49th Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida
Phone (727) 328-0466 • Fax (727) 323-0701
www.zionhillmortuary.com

Call Today For
Special Rates

727-896-2922

CREAL FUNERAL HOME

MCRAE FUNERAL HOME
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955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church

(727) 894-4311

Progressive Missionary
Baptist Church

(727)822-2089

___
i

Bethel1894@knologY.net
Worship Services..................................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.

j
*

Breakfast Ministry..................... JSundaY 8:00 aai.
Church School............................................ .9:00 ajm.
Morning .Worship.........................................10:30 a.m.
Bible Study.................................TuesdaY 7:00 pjm.
Youth Church.................... Mon & Wed 5:30 pjm.

Sunday School................... .............................................9:00 a.m.
Prayer Service (Wed)................................................... 6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wed).........................................................6:30 p.m.

Mission Statement:

Reverend David L.

Impact the world by equipping believers
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

3rd Avenue North- St. Petersburg, FL 33705

912

Email: mzpmbc@gte.net
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

“There’s A Place For YOU in the AME Church”

to reach the lost with the gospel ofJesus Christ.

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Dorothy
Connelly

St. Mark African Methodist Episcopal Church

3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

“Where Everybody is Somebody”

(727)327-1373

2401 — 5th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33705

Early Morning Worship.......................................................... 7:30 a.m.

Phone: (727) 823-6666

Sunday School............................................................................ .9:30 a.m.

Rev. Keturah D. Pittman, Pastor

Morning Worship.................................................................... 11:00 a.m.

Weekly Schedule

AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL WtJRCH

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting...................7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer Meeting ......................... .................................11:00 a.m.
Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

Sunday School........................................................................9:30a.m.
Sunday Early Morning Worship Service ...11:00 a.m.
Monday Prayer & Praise............................ '........ 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study......................

Friday Youth Activities.....................................................6:30p.m.

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

Victory Christian Center Church

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

YOUR CHURCH
DIRECTORY AD

Schedule of Services

Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.

COULD BE HERE!

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Call for details

(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Queen Street

Walking In The^Promised Vision

Sunday
Morning Worship
10:30 a.m.

^urufa^I^rvest

Church Of God In Christ
1732 9th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Wednesday
Bible Study
7:00 p.m.

W o r s h i p C en ter

(727) 896-4356

4682 40th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33714

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor
8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service
9:30 A.M. - Sunday School
11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

6:30 p.m.

’ 9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer
7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

Pastor Maceo and
Tamika McGriff

(727) 686-9356

Log on:
www.travelwiththechurch.com

www.abuhdant-harvest.org

(to book your travel engagements)

“WaCking Qn CrKe Promised Vision”

YPWW First and Third Sunday of each month after Morning Service

Saipt Jolip IMnjitive Baptist Cljurcli
Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor
Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabayjT.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com

5522

G/ive 'Primitive baptist 'Church

““ (3“ Pecu/iar Pevp/e Persuaded to Perform 15to Purpose”

3001 18th Avenue South • Saint Petersburg, Florida 33712
Phone: (727) 327-9904 • Fax: (727) 322-0409
Church School - 9:30 AM • Morning Worship - 11:00 AM
Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting & BibleStudy - 7:00PM

Trinity (Presbyterian Cburcb
2830 22ndflvenue South
St. (Petersburg, Fiorida. 33712

Looking for a place to gain deeper understanding
of your spiritual nature? A place where
your rellgious background doesn't matter?
A non-denominational church that believes
God should be user-friendly?

Scheduled Services:
Early Morning..........................................................8:00 ajn.
Church School.........................................................9:45 a.m.
Mid-Morning......................................................... 11:00 a.m.
Mid-week Family Night Bible Study..........7:00 p.m.

Elder Benjamin
Adams, Jr.,
Senior Pastor

Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”

Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

Mount Pilgrim Missionary Baptist Church
4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375

Urty Churfeh. A. gfoup pf'pp^s
• wrah welcome anyoneseffto^rS
not dogmas. A church whc^jTO^^

“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Sters
fWh,

of llfje,

Sunday School................................ 9:30 a.m. -10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship.............

..................11:00 am.

727-327-8590

Communion.................................... .............. First Sunday

Email: trinityp@tampabay.rr.com

Sunday New Member Orientation ..................... .9:30 am.

WORSHIP Jl:00a.m.

Wednesday Prayer Meeting.......... ..7:00 pm.-7:30 pm.

pastorwoods07.@yahoo.com

Alfonso Woods,

Wednesday Bible Study................. ..7:30 pm.-8:30 p.m.

Pastor

Wednesday Youth Bible Study.... ..7:00 pm.-8:00 pm.

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
■ Sunday School - 9:30 a.m. • Morning Worship - 11:00 a.m.
Bible Study — Wednesday— 6:30 p.m.
Holy Communion Every First Sunday

The Old Landmark Cathedral
ChUrch Of God In Christ
Superintendent Mitchell L. Bryant, Pastor
4201 - 6th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: 727/898-8616 • Fax: 727/502-9843
“Grace and Peace Be Unto You from the Old
Landmark Church Family”
Schedule of Services
Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship - 11 a.m.
Supt Mitchell L Bryant and
Lady Danita B. Bryant

Wednesday Night Bible Study - 7:30 p.m
Noon Day Prayer - Daily at 12 noon
Radio Broadcast: WRXB @ 9:30 AM - 10:00 AM
Transportation Service is Available by calling: 727/463-1120

“A Church of Ordinary People Serving an Extraordinary God!”

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

TerripjgW Truth Church!^

Wednesday Tutoring...................... .6:00 p.m. - 7:00 pm.

511 Prescott

Mission Statement

Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s WiU in provoking His love among one another.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship

unitytempleoftfulh@msn.?om

“Leam To Take DOMINION Over Your Life”

<7 /c”

4016 - 12th Avenue South
St‘ Petersburg, FL 33711
727-321-8S74

11 J

Bp

11:00 a.m.

Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

Tel: 727-898-2457 Fax: 727-895-6898
.Prentiss John Davis, Minister

Dominion Worship Center Ministries

First Baptist Institutional
Church
3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL
Phone: 323-7518

PeteTsBurg^FL^37j2.

V

A
G.

Rev. Wayne
Thompson, Pastor

Early Sunday Service................... ,;..8:oo am
Sunday School Enrichment.............,.g:io am
Sunday Service..................:............... 10:00 am
“Monday-Coryorate “Prayer...... 6:00 &“ 7:30
"Wednesday-Coryorate Prayer

..6:00am

"Wednesday PihCe Study
and Pamdy “TJraining p(r.................7:30 ym
Sunday- Coryorate Prayer..............6:00 am

Bishop Albert E. Weaver
& Lady Tonya Weaver
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 * www.stmarkch.org

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com

Schedule of Services

Sunday Worship Service...... ..10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................... ....9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ....7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).... ....7:00 p.m.

Church School.................................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship................
10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union....................
5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”
vjKEAI EK J Vl l. ZdUN Ah RIC AN METHODIST

10th Street Church Of God

Friendship

Episcopal Church

T«*Ht***

207 - 10th Street North

Missionary Baptist Church

919 - 20th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
email: info@greatermtzioname.org
Website: www.greatermtzioname.org

St. Petersburg, FL 33705

3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.rmDctnesnip.org

Early Morning Worship................................7:30 aan.
Sunday School........................
9:30 a.m.
,■ jlll
Morning Worship..............................................11:00a.m.
Wednesday Vintage Bible Study....11:00 am. -12 noon
Wednesday Bible Study.......................................6:00p.m.
Rev. Clarence Williams,
Wednesday Prayer Service...................................7:00p.m.
Pastor

(727) 898-9407

jjj

Sunday School....................................... .9:30 ajn.
Dr. John A. Evans,

Morning Worship ........................ ....11:00 ajn.

Pastor

Sunday............ .7:45 A.M. and 11 AM. Worship
Sunday School............................... .........9:30 A.M.
Wednesday................ Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 P.M. Prayer and Bible Study

Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday • 8:30 ajn.)Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry
Need a tape of a service or transportation - Dial 894-1393
"The church with a heart in the heart ofthe city"

Thursday..................... 7 P.M. Youth Enrichment

Macedonia Freewill
Baptist Church

Wednesday Evening Prayer........ .6:30 pjn.

Serving and Saving

Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 pjn.

"Helping and
Healing"

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

"Praying and
Praising"

Pbaycr Tvwfr Church

20th Street
Church Of Christ
St. Petersburg, FL

(727) 321-0670

Home: 896-8006

SERVICES
Sunday

Sunday Morning Bible Class....................................................... 9:00a.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship...........................................................10:30a.m.

YPWW (lst & 3rd Sunday) - 5:30 pan.
P.M. Service (lst & 3rd Sunday) - 6:30 pjn.

Ladies Bible Class Monday........................-................... 7:00 p.m.

P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 pan.

Sunday Evening Worship............................................................... 5:00p.m.

Communion is observed every first Sunday

Monday Evening Bible Class....................................................7:00p.m:
Wednesday Evening Bible Class.......... ...................

7:00 p.m.

The Church Where Everyone is Welcome

The Rock

of

Sunday School -10:30 ajn.
A. M. Service -11:30 aan.

Wednesday Prayer Meeting, Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

Ttiesday

Morning Prayer - 9:30 to 10:30 a jn. .

Wednesday

Prayer Service - 7:30 pjn.

Thursday

Bible Study (for all ages) - 7:30 pan.

Jesus Missionary Baptist Church

. Church School: .................................9:15 a.m. - 10:00 a m.
Devotion:............................................... 10:00 a.m. - 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship:......................... ....10:20 a.m, - 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service:.......... ................................10:30 a.m.
Bible Study each Tuesday: ............. ............................ 6:30 p.m.

Tdace a directory ad
for your church
here today!

Van service is available by calling:
(727) 327-0015
THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 — 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 - Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday
9:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m.

2120 - 19th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 896-5228
www.spreadinghopeonline.org

P.O. Box 15935 • St. Petersburg, FL 33733

i

Wisdom School 9:50 A.M.

Our Purpose Is The Advancement Of God’s Kingdom And
Promotion Of The Spiritual. Moral, Social And Economic
Welfare Of Our Members And Community

Sunday Services:

Morning Worship 10:30 A.M.

WW

Bible Study Fellowship 6:30 P.M. (Wed.)

Church School......................... 9:00 a.m.

Services
‘ Sunday: 8:00am And 1 O’.OOam
Wednesday: 7:00pm

Praise & Worship Service ... 10:30 a.m.
1

■

The Reverend Dr. Vikki T. Gaskin-Butler.................................Associate Pastor

Wednesday Services:
Rev. Carlos Senior,
Pastor

Midweek P.U.S.H.
(Prayer Meeting/Bible Study).. 7:00 p.m.

Clerk Ministry.................................................................................Wyvonnia McGee

“One Body, One Spirit, One Hope ”
“A Church With Passion for God and Compassion for People”

Stewart-Isom Memorial
Christian Methodist
Episcopal Church
1820 Walton Street Street
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Rev. A. Anthony Robinson III

727-327t0593

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship: 11:00 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesday, 12:00 noon
and Thursday, 6:45 p.m.
Phillipians 3:14 “I press towards the mark for the
prize ofthe high calling of God in Christ Jesus”

YOUR CHURCH
DIRECTORY AD

PASTOR BILL JESSIEJ
Revealing Truth Ministries
St. Pete Beach, FL

COULD BE HERE!
Call TODAY!!

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

NEW HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

The Reverend Don A. Gaskin, Pastor

Children & Youth Ministry.....................................*........................Joyce Robinson

Christ

1137 37th Street South

Sunday Morning Service 8:00 a.m.

Finance Ministry.............................................................................James Robinson

in
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CHURCH NEWS
New Hope Missionary Baptist Church
“ONE

BODY,

ONE

SPIRIT,

ONE

HOPE”

mornings at 11:00. We invite you to join us
as we pray for the needs of the people

Reverend Carlos L. Senior, Pastor

throughout the world.

Theme: “Crossing Over....”

about anything, but in everything, by prayer

Our Esteemed Pastor, Reverend Carlos
L. Senior and the NeW Hope Church family

“Do not be anxious

and petition, with thanksgiving, present
your requests to God.”

invite you to worship with us on Sunday
morning. Our services for the day include
Early Morning Service at 7:45, Sunday

UPCOMING EVENTS
(For further information, please call 727-

School at 9:15 (classes for all ages) and

896-5228)

Mid-Morning Service at 10:30.

•MAY 11 HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY! '

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
“One Lord, One Faith, One Baptism, One Church”

Speakers: Monday and Tuesday, June 2-3, Dr. R.B. Holmes

Thought for the week: In our changing world, we can

of Bethel Missionary Baptist Church, Tallahassee, Fla.; June

always depend on our “unchanging God.”

3-4, Dr. Clay Evans, Pastor Emeritus, Fellowship Baptist

As we continue to glorify God for all of his greatness

Church, Chicago, Ill. Local Pastors of the city will join us

and goodness, we invite the community at large to visit
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church to fellowship and

during these services,
The culmination service on Sunday, June 8, at 4:00 p.m.

worship with us this coming Sunday.

will feature Pastor Willie Bames and the congregation of

Dr. John A. Evans, Sr. God’s anointed and appointed
leader of Friendship will deliver God’s word during the 7:45

Eatonville, Fla.
Our Anniversary theme: “Rejoice in the Lord, again I

and 10:45 a.m. worship service. Our Church School classes

say Rejoice.” Philippians 4:4.

begin at 9:30 a.m.
You will enjoy a new worship experience by worship

Weekly Church Activities
Listen to Dr. John A. Evans, weekly for Monday

ping with us. The Deacons will render prayer and praise

Morning Meditation on WRXB @ 6:45 a.m. (You will be

service, the Male Chorus will make a joyful noise to the Lord
through songs of praise, our ushers will greet you as you

blessed.)
Wednesday

enter our hallowed doors.

Intercessory Prayer, 7:00 Evening Bible Study.

Noon

Day

Bible

Study,

6:30

p.m.

MIDWEEK P.U.S.H.

•95th CHURCH ANNIVERSARY

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church Family will

First Wednesday of each month, join us at 7:00 for

(Prayer,

•MAY 14 FAMILY NIGHT 7:00

celebrate eighty years of service in the vineyard. God has

Wednesday night Live worship service. (Living in Victory

•MAY 15 BETHEL METROPOLITAN 7:30 P.M.

truly blessed us as a family of believers in Christ who are

Everyday)

Understanding,

&

Spiritual

Healing)
Prayer Service and Bible Study are held
on Wednesday evenings.

Prayer Service

•MAY 16 ST. JOHN, CLEARWATER 7:30 PM.
•MAY 18 BETHLEHEM, SARASOTA 4:00 P.M.
•MAY 31 J. L. FENNELL SCHOLARS BANQUET

Prayer

Band

is

held

on

Thursday

unsaved and teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the
love of Christ.

give Him thanks for eighty years.

“We shape tomorrow’s world by What
we teach our children today.”

You are cordially invited to join us June 1 through June
8, 2008 as we commence our 80th anniversary celebration.
Nightly services will begin June 2 at 7:00. Keynote Guest

The St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church, under the leader
Kenneth Brown, its official staff of Deacons and Trustees, and
the entire congregation of St. Mark, extends to the community
at large, its wishes that there would be an overflowing of God’s
blessings upon their fives. St. Mark is grounded in a Christcentered doctrine that has as its central theme, a belief that we

• Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting is held every Tuesday
at 7:00'p.m.
• Senior Hour of Power Bible Study is held every Thursday
at 9:30 a.m.
• Prayer Meeting and Bible Study every Thursday evening
at 7:00.

are a haven ofhope, help, and healing for a world hungering for

• St. Mark After School Tutoring Ministry: Neighbors

and thirsting after the enlightened Word of God. At St. Mark,

Involved in Kids Education (N.I.K.E.). Open to all school

we are Christians willing to work and partner in unity, praising

age children ever Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday

God for His awesome gift, His son Jesus Christ.

from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

EVENTS FOR THE MONTH OF MAY
May 11 Mother’s Day Celebration
May 16 Church Outing at Macedonia Free Will at 7:00 p.m.
May 18 Pastor’s Anniversary Kickoff beginning at 4:00p.m.

The Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church family under the
leadership

of

Pastor

Clarence

A.

Williams

welcomes your presence this Sunday for Worship
Services.

As we celebrate “Mother’s Day” we

Please our Web site at www.finbctheship.org/EMail:
finbc3300@verizon.net

Zion have planned a great day for ALL ladies. Come
in anticipation of a good time as Pastor Williams
preaches the Good News of Christ.
Weekly ministries:
In need of a mid-week lift? Then stop by Zion
for a day of ministry.
Wednesday -- Vintage Bible Study, 11:00 a.m.,
come enjoy the Word and lunch Bible Study, 6:00

and care. Show your love this Mother’s Day spend

writing essays for college admissions and scholarships.

please call our Church office at 727-906-8300.

seasoned. Every one has a mother, show and
express your gratitude in thought, word or deed. A

and offers certified teachers, Counselors and FCAT Specialists
each Tuesday and Wednesday evening from 6:30-7:30 p.m.

Job Opportunity at Friendship
If you are interested in a position as a parking attendant,

encourage all ladies to join us both young and

mother is a blessing from God; handle her with love

with applying for colleges, financial aid and scholarships, and

May 25 Annual Spring Variety Concert

“The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.”
Psalm 23:1

• DESTINATION GRADUATION Phase II is now in progress

Tuesdays ate for high school seniors only needing assistance

June 1-8,80th Church Anniversary Celebration

Mt. Zion AME Church

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
ship of its dynamic, spirited, man of God, the Reverend Brian

Upcoming Events
May 17 Mother’s Day Tribute (Mother-Daughter Tea)
4:00 p.m.

As we move forward to reach out to others, we pray that
God will continue to bless us as we strive to do His will and

begins at 6:30 in the evening and Bible
Study begins at 7:30. Won’t you join us?

reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the

p.m., collectively we leam more of God. Hour of
Power, 7:00 p.m., come as you are for a powerful
hour of Song, prayer, praise and preaching.

time with that special lady in your life. Oiir doors

Upcoming Events:

are always open and we would love to have you

May 10 - Women’s Ministry Mother’s Day

come and join us.

Luncheon 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., Enoch Davis

Wednesday nights are. for ages 4 years to 18 years. Certified

Our early morning worship begins at 7:30,

• Sunday School is held for both children and adults of all ages.

teachers are available to assist with reading comprehension

followed by Church School at 9:30 a.m. AMother’s

and fun as we come together to celebrate Mothers!

Sunday School starts each Sunday morning at 9:30. All are

and application; reading readiness for children 4 to .6 years;

Day Tribute has been planned for your enjoyment,

invited to come out and join us.

Literary analysis/reading comprehension for Middle and High

Mount Zion is on the move; get on board as we
Mount up at Mount Zion!

ST. MARK OFFERS...

• Baptist Training Union is each Sunday at 5:00 p.m. Members
and the general public are invited to come out and study the
Bible with us and leam “What Baptist Believe.”s:

School as well as FCAT, ACT and SAT preparation for those
who still need to pass or make a good score on these tests.
• St Mark Technology Lab: the St. Mark Computer Lab will be

• Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every Monday
at 6:00 p.m.Children in the community are welcome to join us.

evenings from 5:30 to 7:30.

hallelujah good time in the Lord. The Men of Mt.

them, “Why make ye this ado, and weep? The damsel is

Consider these seven steps as a checklist for those

not dead, but sleepeth.” How many of us have turned

seeking a blessing from God. It is based on the story of

mountains into molehills, speed-bumps into skyscrapers?

Jairus the ruler and his experience with Jesus (Mark

6. WATCH THE COMPANY THAT YOU
KEEP!

(v 40) And they laughed him to scorn. They went

(v 35) While he yet spake, there came from the

from wailing greatly (See v38) to laughing. So much so

ruler of the synagogue’s house certain which said, Thy

that Jesus (See v 40) “... put them all out....” When you

daughter is dead: why troublest thou the Master any

are before God for a miracle, you need to surround

further? •

yourselfwith people with faith like yours, who beheve in

Irony here is a servant came to tell Jairus that it was

healings, who beheve in miracles. Jesus says in

too late and to leave the Master alone. The servant called

MATTHEW 18:19 “Again I say unto you, that if two of

Jesus “Master” but He could not have known Him as

you shah agree on earth as touching any thing that they

master. If he had he would have known that the Lord is

shall ask, it shah be done for them ofmy Father which is

never too late — “He may not come when you want

in heaven.”

Him, but He’ll be there right on time!” The news,

7. SPREAD THE WORD!

however, caused Jairus to switch from faith to fear (See

Finally, Jesus raises the girl from her death bed and

v36). Beware of the news that serves to “bust your

admonishes them not to tell anyone. He had His reasons

bubble ofbelief.”

for saying that at that time, but those are not applicable

5. TRY TO SEE YOUR PROBLEM LIKE
JESUS DOES

today. Now having received a miracle we ought to tell
every one we know that Jesus is yet in the healing and

(v 39) “And when he was come in, he saith unto

The All Male Chorus will bless

your soul in song throughout the day. Join us for a

METHOD TO THE MIRACLE - Part 2

4. BEWARE OF BAD NEWS

Worship Service.

open and available for use on Tuesday and Wednesday

Old Landmark Cathedral

5:21-43). Steps 1- 3 were included in last week’s article.

come grow and glow as we share the Word of God
one with another. At 11:00 a.m., our Contemporary

deliverance business. Go and tell somebody!

Mt. Pilgrim Missionary Baptist Church
WOMEN OF POWER, PRAISE & STRENGTH MINISTRY
“Women Empowered, Moving Forward Through God’s Word”
“O come, let us worship and bow down: let us kneel before the Lord
Our maker, For he is God; and we are the people of his pasture,
and the sheep of his hand. Today ifye will hear his voice. ”
~ Psalms 95: 6-7
Join us for a Powerful Hour of praise and worship
as we celebrate the adoption of our neW ministry.

Sunday, May 18, 2008, 4:00 P.M.
Mt. Pilgrim Missionary Baptist Church
4000 5^ Ave South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Rev. Clark Hazley Sr, Pastor

Center. Join us for an afternoon of fellowship, food

Thought for the week: “Knowledge sometimes
puffs up, but Love always builds up ”
Be blessed and have a Jesus filled week.

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church under the
leadership of our soldier of the cross, and drum
major for justice, Dr. Rickey L. Houston, extend ah
invitation to the community to join us as we com
municate God’s Word at 10:00 am worship service
on Sunday, Sunday School at 9:00 am and Bible
Study and Teen Summit on Wednesday evening, at
7:00. We also encourage the community to make
use of our Prayer Line: 321-9645,
Bethel Metropolitan is committed to a Christcentered, people-centered, team-centered and
Bible-based ministry, with priorities focused on
Love, Forgiveness, Unity, Peace and Growth. We
celebrate in worship ... we care for one another ...
we cultivate the fullest spiritual life possible both
individually and corporately ... and we communi
cate God's truth at every opportunity. Living out
these priorities results in a kaleidoscope of min
istries at Bethel Metropolitan. -For all ages and
interests, there are special events and service oppor
tunities happening regularly.
Applications are now available for THE NIA
PROJECT. This program offers tutorials in reading,
math, language arts, writing, study skills, learning
strategies,
cultural
specific
youth
development/academic
enrichment,
computer

resource center, FCAT, SAT anji ACT prep. The
program began April 22 and will continue through
June 12, every Tuesday and Thursday 4:30-6:30
p.m. for grades 6-12. Call the church office (727327-0554) for additional information.
Mrs. Lois Grayson and the Shepherds of Love
Bereavement Ministry are well on their way with
plans for their workshop scheduled for Saturday,
May 17, from 8:30 a.m. to noon. The workshop
speaker will be Minister Watson Haynes, and he
will be discussing “How to Deal with Death. . .
Discovering the Center of Life with Christ in
Recovery.” The workshop is free and is open to the
community.
The Missionary Society Annual Spring Tea will
be held this year on Sunday, May 18 from 4-6 p.m.
The theme is “Celebrating the Works of Mission,
and the Gifts of Love from God.”
Upcoming. Events:
May 15 Fellowship New Hope MBC 7:00 p.m.
May 16 Family Meeting 7:00 p.m.
May 17 Shepherds of Love Bereavement
Ministry Workshop 8:30 p.m.
May 18 Mission Tea 4:00 p.m.
May 24 Scholarship Banquet 6:00 p.m.
May 25 Graduation Service 10:00 a.m.

good NEWS!
Your Church News
Can Be Placed Here!
Contact The Weekly Challenger to learn
how your church’s special events and weekly
schedules can be placed in this space.

For more information contact: Is* Lady Debbie Hazley at 727-866-7371 or
Sis. Laura Bridges at 727-623-8196

Don’t miss this opportunity!!
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Just took at all you get:

mSIS®

• FREE shipping on delivery of your diabetic testing supplies.
• Reorder reminders when it's time for refills of testing supplies.
• Medicare and insurance claims forms completed by Pubiix
Direct Care staff.
• No waiting for reimbursement from Medicare or your health plan.
• Your questions answered by knowledgeable Pubiix Direct Care staff.
j• No up-front^ out-of-pocket expenses other than applicable co-payments,
co-insurance, or deductibles required by Medicare or your health plan.
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• Give us a call at 1-800-PUBLIX-RX (1-800-782-5497) or
• Enroll online at publix.com/rxdirect.
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